Gerbiamieji,

Jas laikote savo rankose unikaly leidinj.

Tai — pirmoji tokia knyga apie Lietuvos banknotus.

Kiekvienos valstybés nepriklausomumo simbolis yra jos pinigai.

Jau XV—XVII a. Lietuvos Didzioji Kunigaikstyste turéjo ispletota pinigy ir
finansy akj, lietuviski pinigai buvo kalami Vilniuje, Kaune.

Lietuvos istorijai buvo labai svarbts 1922 metai.

Steigiamasis Seimas nutaré jvesti savus pinigus — litus. Lietuviskas litas jgijo
pasitikéjima, tapo viena i$ tvirdiausiy valiuty pasaulyje.

Lietuvai atktirus Nepriklausomybe, 1990 m. jsteigtas Lietuvos bankas. Savi
laikinieji pinigai talonai apyvartoje pasirodé 1992 m. pabaigoje, 0 1993 m.
birzelio 25 d. j apyvarta grizo visiems brangus litas. Buvo pradétos taikyti
pirmosios pinigy politikos priemonés, aktyviai palaikomas stabilus lito
kursas. Toks jis ir iSliko per tuos metus. Kito lity banknoty i$vaizda ir
kokybé — jie periodiskai atnaujinami, pradéta spausdinti dideliy nominaly
banknotus. Masy $alies dailininky ir Lietuvos banko darbuotojy pastangy
déka mes turime lietuviskus banknotus, atitinkancius

siuolaikinius piniginiy zenkly reikalavimus.

Dékoju knygos autoriams ir visiems, padéjusiems ja isleisti.
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Dear Reader,

You are holding in your hands a unique publication —

the first book of this kind about Lithuanian banknotes.

Money is a symbol of any independent state. The Grand Duchy

of Lithuania had a well-developed monetary and financial system as early as in
the 15"-17" centuries; Lithuanian money was minted in Vilnius and Kaunas.
The year 1922 was of supreme importance in the history of Lithuania: the
Constituent Seimas (Parliament) passed a decision on the introduction of the
national currency, the litas, witch gained credibility and became one of the
strongest currencies in the world. After the independence of Lithuania

was re-established, the Bank of Lithuania was restored in 1990. First,

the national provisional currency, the zalonas, appeared at the end of 1992,
and on June 25, 1993 the cherished litas was issued again. The appearance and
quality of litas banknotes changed over time: they have been periodically
renewed, large denomination banknotes have been printed. Today, owing to
the efforts of Lithuanian designers and Bank of Lithuania staff, we have
Lithuanian banknotes that meet all requirements of the day.

I would like to express my sincere appreciation to the authors

of the book and all those who have contributed to its publication.
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