Stepono Batoro pinigy reforma

Mirus Zygimantui Augustui, pasibaigé Gediminaidiy
dinastija, o Lenkijos karaliumi ir LDK didziuoju
kunigaiksciu buvo iSrinktas Transilvanijos (Vengrija)
kunigaikstis Steponas Batoras, pazadéjes vesti Zygimanto
Augusto seserj Ong Zygimantaitc;. Per neilgg valdymo
laikotarpj (1575-1586 m.) jis pasizyméjo ne tik

kaip sumanus valdovas, geras karvedys, bet ir kaip
humanistiniy idéjy nes¢jas i§ Vakary Europos j Lietuva.
Pakanka pamineéti, kad 1579 m. jis jsteigé Vilniaus
universiteta, kurio reik§mé Lietuvos kultiirai ir $vietimui
nejkainojama.

Viena i§ svarbiy Steponui Batorui tekusiy uzduodiy,
numatyty Liublino unijos akte, — suvienodinti Lenkijos
ir LDK pinigy verte. LDK monety didesné verté jau
seniai kelé Lenkijos susiripinimg, darant jstatyminius
suvarzymus LDK monetoms plisti Lenkijoje. Steponas
Batoras ryztingai émési vykdyti pinigy reforma. Tai
buvo svarbus zingsnis dviejy valstybiy ne tik politiniam,
bet ir ekonominiam sujungimui. 1580 m. sausio 5 d.
Steponas Batoras i$leido Ordinacija, nustaciusia, kokios
monetos turi bati kaldinamos Vilniaus kalykloje, kokia
ju kalimo péda, kokie jose turi bati jkalami herbai. Pagal
sig Ordinacija Vilniaus pinigy kalykla buvo pavesta LDK
zemes izdininkui, kontroliuojamam Vilniaus vaivados.
Zemés izdininkas atsaké u% kalyklos finansine veiklg ir
nuo kiekvienos sunaudotos sidabro markes (179,68 g) i
valstybés izdg turéjo moketi 10 grasiy pelno mokest;.
Idomus istorinis faktas, kad didjji Lietuvos kunigaikstj
Stepong Batorg aplenke jo vasalas, Kurso kunigaikstystes
hercogas Gotardas Ketleris (1562—1584 m.). Jis dar

1578 m. Mintaujoje (dab. Jelgava) valdovo vardu pradéjo
kaldinti dvidenarius (51 pav.).

Ju averse pavaizduota Stepono Batoro monograma &
(Stephanus Rex), abipus jos — metai, virSuje — kariina,

Currency reform of Stephen Bathory

The death of Sigismund Augustus ended the Gediminian
dynasty, and the duke of Transylvania (Hungary) Stephen
Bathory, who promised to marry Sigismund Augustus’s
sister Anna, was elected king of Poland and Grand Duke
of the GDL. During the rather short period of his reign
(1575-1586) he distinguished himself not only as a
shrewd ruler, a good military leader, but also as the carrier
of humanistic ideas from Western Europe to Lithuania.

It is sufficient to mention that in 1579 he established
Vilnius University, the significance of which for the
culture and education of Lithuania has been priceless.
Among the important tasks faced by Stephen Bathory,
provided for in the Act of Lublin Union, was to make
equal the value of the money of Poland and the GDL.
The higher value of GDL coins had long been causing
concern for Poland in imposing statutory restrictions

for GDL coins to spread in Poland. Stephen Bathory
resolutely undertook the implementation of a currency
reform. It was an important step towards not only the
political but also economic union of the two countries.
On 5 January 1580, Stephen Bathory issued an edict
which established what coins were to be minted at the
Mint of Vilnius, what the minting standard was, what
coats of arms were to be struck on them. According

to this edict, the Mint of Vilnius was put under the
authority to the land treasurer of the GDL who was under
the control of the Voivode of Vilnius. The land treasurer
was responsible for the financial activities of the Mint and
had to pay a profit tax to the treasury amounting to 10
groats on every silver mark used (179.68 g).

It is an interesting historical fact that Grand Duke
Stephen Bathory of Lithuania was outrun by his vassal,
Duke Gotthard Kettler (1562-1584) of the Duchy

of Courland. As early as in 1578 he began minting
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51 pav. Gotardo Ketlerio vasalinis dvidenaris.
Mintaujos kalykla. 1578 m. DK

Fig. 51. Vassal double-denarius of Gotthard
Kettler. Mint of Mintauja. 1578. DK
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apacioje — hercogo zenklas kablys katilui pakabinti.
Reverse pavaizduotas LDK heraldinis simbolis Vytis,
apacioje roménisku skai¢iumi II nurodytas nominalas.
LDK herbas monetos reverse akivaizdziai rodé, kad
Kurso kunigaikstysté pavaldi ne Lenkijai, bet tiesiogiai
LDK. Tokia nuostata aiskiai priestaravo Liublino

unijos reikalavimams, nes po jos buvo susitarta, kad
Livonija valdys Lietuva ir Lenkija kartu. Matyt, dél $ios
priezasties 1579 m. sausio 30 d. rastu Steponas Batoras
sustabdé G. Ketlerio dvidenariy kaldinimg. Tais paciais
1579 m. suprojektuotas lietuviskas silingas; Zinomas tik
vienas jo bandomasis egzempliorius, esantis Krokuvos
nacionaliniame muziejuje (52 pav.). Jo reverse dviejuose
greta esanciuose skyduose pavaizduoti abiejy susijungusiy
valstybiy — Lenkijos ir LDK — herbai. Véliau, 1580 m.,
Seime abiejy susijungusiy valstybiy herby kaldinimas
LDK monetose uzfiksuotas kaip privaloma norma.
Pirmosios lietuviskos monetos, nukaldintos vél atidarytoje
Vilniaus kalykloje, buvo $ilingai, prilyginti tre¢daliui
grasio. Tai naujas, iki $iol LDK monety kalyboje
nepraktikuotas nominalas. 1580 m. Ordinacijoje, be
silingy, taip pat numatyta kaldinti denarus, grasius,
trigradius, $eSiagrasius, talerius ir dukatus. Populiariausia
Stepono Batoro lietuviska moneta tapo trigrasis. Trigrasiai
nuo 1580 m. buvo kaldinami nuolat. Juose pirma karta
LDK monetose jkaltas LDK zemés izdininko Jono
Glebaviciaus herbas ¥, taip pat kalyklos valdytojy,
pinigiy Zenklai. Siam laikotarpiui budingi pinigiy
zenklai — lapelis, du lapeliai, trilapis — laikytini Vilniaus
kalyklos skiriamaisiais poZymiais.

Smulkiausios monetos — biloniniai denarai, numatyti
1580 m. Ordinacijoje, matyt, dél smulkumo (masé — apie
0,3-0,4 g, praba — apie 95) nebuvo kaldinami; isliko tik
1581 m. ir 1582 m. bandomieji pavyzdziai.

double-denarii on behalf of the ruler in Mintauja

(now — Yelgava) (Fig. 51).

The obverse of these features the monogram 8

(Stephanus Rex) of Stephen Bathory, the year on both
sides of it, a crown at the top, and the Duke’s insignia — a
hook for a cauldron — at the bottom. The reverse carries
the heraldic symbol of the GDL, Vytis; at the bottom, the
denomination is marked by the Roman numeral II. The
coat of arms of the GDL on the reverse of the coin was
an obvious indication that the Duchy of Courland was
subordinate not to Poland but directly to the GDL. Such
an attitude was clearly contradictory to the requirements
of the Lublin Union because after the Union it was agreed
to rule Livonia jointly by Lithuania and Poland. It might
have been for this reason that by the letter of 30 January
1579 Stephen Bathory stopped the minting of the double-
denarii of Gotthard Kettler. In the same year of 1579, the
Lithuanian shilling was designed; only one trial specimen
is known, held at the National Museum of Krakow

(Fig. 52). On its reverse, in two shields that are placed
next to each other, the coats of arms of the two united
states — Poland and Lithuania — are depicted. Later, in
1580, the Seimas fixed the inscription of the coats of arms
of the two united states on GDL coins as a compulsory
standard.

The first Lithuanian coins minted at the reopened

Mint of Vilnius were shillings equal to one-third of the
groat. It was a new denomination not practiced in GDL
coinage before. Apart from shillings, the edict of 1580
also provided for coining denarii, groats, three-groats,
six-groats, thalers and ducats. The three-groat became the
most popular Lithuanian coin of Stephen Bathory. From
1580 onwards, three-groats were coined on a regular
basis. On them, for the first time in GDL coins, the coat
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52 pav. Stepono Batoro bandomasis lietuviskas

silingas. 1579 m. KNM

Fig. 52. Trial Lithuanian shilling of Stephen
Bathory. 1579. KNM



53 pav. Stepono Batoro $ilingas.

Vilniaus kalykla. 1581 m. DK

Fig. 53. Shilling of Stephen Bathory.
Mint of Vilnius. 1581. DK

54 pav. Stepono Batoro lietuviskas grasis.

Vilniaus kalykla. 1581 m. DK

Fig. 54. Lithuanian groat of Stephen Bathory.
Mint of Vilnius. 1581. DK

Silingai, kaldinti 1580-1584 m., taip pat yra biloninés
monetos (masé — apie 1,2 g, praba — apie 160) (53 pav.).
Ju averse — Stepono Batoro monograma S (Stephanus)

ir Batory dinastinis herbas — Vilko iltis. Reverse jkalti
Lenkijos ir LDK herbai — Erelis ir Vytis. Virs§ atskirty
heraldiniy skydy — kunigaiks¢io kartina, apacioje — LDK
zemés izdininko Zenklas . Pazymétina, kad $ilinguose
valdovas tituluojamas tik Lenkijos karaliumi. Galbat

dél monety smulkumo spaudy raizytojas nesugebé¢jo
jrasyti didziojo Lietuvos kunigaikscio titulo santrumpos.
Stepono Batoro $ilingy dizainas, tarsi etaloninis, buvo
naudojamas ir vélesniy valdovy — Zigmanto Vazos, Jono
Kazimiero — monetose. Keitési tik monograma ir kalyklos
administratoriy zenklai.

Stepono Batoro grasiuose (masé — apie 1,85 g, praba —
apie 350) (54 pav.), kaldintuose 1580-1582 m., sukurtas
meniskas realistinis valdovo portretas.

Itin daug buvo kalama trigrasiy (masé — apie 2,4 g,
praba — apie 840), jy dizainas per visg laikotarpj mazai
kito (55 pav.). Monetos averse visada jkaltas valdovo
profilis j desing, aplink jj — lotyniska legenda, reverse —
Lenkijos Erelis, LDK Vytis ir keturiomis eilutémis
lotyniska legenda ir data. Visose monetose taip pat
pavaizduotas Stepono Batoro herbas ir nominalas III, tik
jvairuoja jy vieta. Daznas elementas trigrasiuose — vienas
arba du lapeliai, Zzymintys Vilniaus kalykla. Trigrasiy
averse po valdovo biustu nuo 1581 m. vaizduojamas LDK
zemés izdininko Jono Glebaviciaus heraldinis Zenklas ¥,
nuo 1585 m. — Leono Sapiegos .

Nepaisant dideliy trigrasiy emisijy, jy spaudy raizytojai
dirbo kruopsdiai, be klaidy, o kai kuriose monetose
sukurti itin meniski valdovo portretai, preciziskai
iSraizytais puo$niais drabuziais. Monety kalimo kokybei
turéjo reikSmes ir geros kokybés monety sidabras.

88 | Lictuviskoji numizmatika: nuo Lictuvos (Mindaugo) karalystés iki Respublikos

of arms ¥ of Jonas Glebavicius, the GDL land treasurer,
as well as the insignia of the governors and moneyers of
the Mint were inscribed. The insignia of moneyers typical
to this period, such as a leaf, two leaves, and a trefoil, are
to be considered the distinguishing features of the Mint
of Vilnius.

The smallest coins — billon denarii, provided for in the
edict of 1580, were not coined — seemingly due to their
smallness (weight about 0.3-0.4 g, fineness about 95);
only the test specimens coined in 1581 and 1582 have
survived.

The shillings that were minted in 1580-1584 are billon
coins too (weight about 1.2 g, fineness about 160)

(Fig. 53). On their obverse, the monogram S (Stephanus)
of Stephen Bathory and the dynastic coat of arms of the
Bathory family, a wolf fang, are depicted. On the reverse,
the coats of arms of Poland and the GDL, Eagle and
Vytis are inscribed. Above the separated heraldic shields
there is the ducal crown; at the bottom is the insignia &
of the GDL land treasurer. It should be noted that on the
shillings the ruler is only titled as King of Poland. It may
be that due to the smallness of the coins the die engraver
was incapable of inscribing the abbreviation for the title
of the Grand Duke of Lithuania. The design of the
shillings of Stephen Bathory, like a model, was also used
for the coins of subsequent rulers, such as Sigismund Vasa
and John Casimir. Only the monogram and the Mint
administrators’ insignia were changing,.

On the groats of Stephen Bathory (weight 1.85, fineness
about 350) coined in 1580—1582 an artistic realistic
portrait of the ruler was created.

Particularly abundant were three-groats (weight about
2.4 g, fineness about 840), the design of which was
changing insignificantly over the whole period (Fig. 55).



Stepono Batoro $eSiagrasiy, kaldinty 1581 m. ir 1585 m.,
dizainui budinga tai, kad reverse $alia valstybiniy
Lenkijos ir LDK herby kaip lygiavertis pavaizduotas

ir Batory dinastinis herbas, abipus jo pazyméti metai,
apacioje | legendg jterptas LDK zZemés izdininko

Jono Glebaviciaus zenklas ¥ (1581 m.) arba kalyklos
valdytojo Leono Sapiegos herbas [ (1585 m.) (56 pav.).
Monetos mase — apie 4,8 g, praba — apie 840. Vir$ herby
roménisku skai¢iumi VI nurodytas nominalas. Kai
kuriose SeSiagrasio atmainose reverso centre tarp herby
jkaltas Vilniaus kalyklos Zenklas — lapelis.

Stepono Batoro sidabriniy monety serija apvainikuoja
taleriai, jy kalimas tuo metu buvo prestizo reikalas.
Pirma kartg kalti talerius méginta 1580 m., tac¢iau

islike tik bandomieji pavyzdziai — daug masyvesni

negu paprastai arba nukalti i§ aukso. | apyvartg taleriai
isleisti tik 1585 m. Jy averse vaizduojamas Steponas
Batoras — $arvuotas riteris su kartina, laikantis valdovo
skeptra, aplink lankelyje — legenda. Reverse — keturiy
daliy heraldinis skydas su pakaitomis i$déstytais Ereliu
ir Vy¢iu, centre — mazas Batory dinastinis herbas Vilko
iltis, virs jo — kartina. Heraldinio skydo kampai papuosti
trilapiais. Abipus skydo jkalti metai, apacioje legenda
skiria kalyklos valdytojo herbas, monetos pakras¢iu —
averso legendos tasa. Nors pagal 1580 m. Ordinacija
kalyklos darbui vadovavo zemés izdininkas, taciau

1583 m. mirus Jonui Glebaviciui, 1585 m. dar nebuvo
paskirtas naujas. Todél jo pareigas ¢jo kalyklos valdytojas
Leonas Sapiega, prizitirimas Vilniaus vaivados Jurgio
Radvilos. Sias puikiai sukomponuotas monetas sukiiré
italy kilmeés meistras Petrus Platina.

Vienintelé auksiné Stepono Batoro moneta — dukatas —
nukalta 1586 m. (masé — apie 3,5 g, praba — apie 980)
(57 pav.). Manoma, kad auksiniy monety kalyba,

The obverse of the coin always depicted the ruler’s profile
looking right and a Latin legend around it; the reverse
carried the Polish Eagle, GDL Vytis and a Latin legend
arranged in four lines, and the date. On all coins, the coat
of arms of Stephen Bathory and the denomination III are
depicted, only their places vary. A frequent element of the
three-groats is one or two leaves which mark the Mint

of Vilnius. On the obverse of the three-groats, under the
ruler’s bust, the heraldic insignia ¥ of Jonas Glebavicius,
the GDL land treasurer, was inserted from 1581 and the
heraldic insignia  of Leonas Sapiega from 1585.

Despite large issues of three-groats, the die engravers
worked with precision, making no mistakes, and on some
coins extremely artistic portraits of the ruler in precisely
engraved smart clothes were designed. High quality coin
silver also contributed to the minting quality of the coins.
The design of the six-groats of Stephen Bathory that
were minted in 1581 and 1585 is characterised by the
dynastic coat of arms of the Bathories featured on the
reverse beside the state emblems of Poland and the GDL
as equivalent to them, with the year marked on both
sides and, at the bottom, the insignia ¥ of the GDL land
treasurer Jonas Glebavicius (1581) or the coat of arms

of the Mint Governor Leonas Sapiega [ (1585) inserted
into the legend (Fig. 56). The weight of the coin is
approximately 4.8 g, fineness about 840. Above the state
emblems, the denomination is marked by the Roman
numeral VI. In some six-groat types, in the centre of

the reverse the insignia of the Mint of Vilnius, a Leaf, is
inscribed between the emblems.

At the peak of the series of the silver coins of Stephen
Bathory are thalers, coining which was a matter of
prestige at that time. This was first attempted in 1580,
however, only test samples have survived; they were
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55 pav. Stepono Batoro lietuviski trigrasiai.

Vilniaus kalykla. DK

Fig. 55. Lithuanian three-groats of
Stephen Bathory. Mint of Vilnius. DK

56 pav. Stepono Batoro lietuviski Sesiagrasiai.

Vilniaus kalykla. 1581 m. ir 1585 m. DK

Fig. 56. Lithuanian six-groats of Stephen Bathory.
Mint of Vilnius. 1581 and 1585. DK



siekiant geresnés priezitros, administravo ne LDK substantially more massive than usual, or were minted

zemes izdininkas, bet didZiojo kunigaiks¢io paskirtas from gold. Thalers were put into circulation in 1585
pareigiinas — LDK kancleris Leonas Sapiega only. While, according to the edict of 1580, the Mint
(1585-1589 m.), todél jo herbas ir jkaltas dukato averse. was administered by the land treasurer, upon the death

of Jonas Glebavicius in 1583 a new land treasurer was
not appointed until 1585. Therefore, his responsibilities
were undertaken by the Mint Governor Leonas Sapiega,
supervised by the Voivode of Vilnius Jurgis Radvila.
These coins of perfect layout were designed by the master

of Italian origin Petrus Platina.

The only gold coin of Stephen Bathory, ducat, was
minted in 1586 (weight about 3.5 g, fineness about 980)
(Fig. 57). Seeking better control, the minting of the gold
coins is believed to have been administered not by the
GDL land treasurer but by the officer appointed by the
Grand Duke — GDL Chancellor Leonas Sapiega
(1585-1589) and, therefore, his coat of arms is inscribed
on the obverse of the ducat.

57 pav. Stepono Batoro lietuviskas dukatas.
Vilniaus kalykla. 1586 m. KNM

Fig. 57. Lithuanian ducat of Stephen Bathory.
Mint of Vilnius. 1586. KNM
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Vazy dinastijos lietuviskos monetos

Zigmantas Vaza, Lenkijos istorijoje vadinamas Zigmantu
I1I, buvo i$rinktas didziuoju Lietuvos kunigaiksciu ir
Lenkijos karaliumi kaip Zygimanto Augusto sesers
Kotrynos ir Svedijos karaliaus Jono III siinus. Jo valdymo
laikotarpis (1588-1632 m.) — tai nuolatiniy kary su
Svedija dél jos kariinos, turéjusiy LDK sunkiy padariniy,
laikotarpis. Karai issekino valstybe, nuskurdino jos
gyventojus, nualino tkj, o tai atsiliepé ir pinigy vertei.
Finansiniams sunkumams jveikti valstybés izdas leido vis
daugiau ir vis mazesnés vertés monety, tuo sukeldamas
neregéto masto infliacijg. Pavyzdziui, Zigmanto

Vazos valdymo pradzioje uz talerj mokéta smulkiomis
monetomis — 35 grasius, o 1626 m. — net 90 grasiy.
Pastovios aukstos kokybés auksinis dukatas, i pradziy
prilyges 56 grasiams, 1627 m. lygus 160 grasiy.
Audringa, nestabili politiné ir ekonominé $alies raida
veikeé ir pinigy sistema: buvo kaldinama ypa¢ daug
monety tipy, nominaly, didéjo monety kalimo péda,
mazéjo monety maseé ir sidabro praba. Monety kalyba
suprastéjo astuntajame des$imtmetyje pradéjus naudoti
Hanso étipelio (1606-1618 m.) israstg nasig monety
valcavimo masing. Dél prastos pinigy gamybos
priezitiros monetos biidavo iskertamos i$ valcuoto laksto
necentruotai, ,iskastais“ pakrasciais.

Pazymétina, kad kartu su menkaverciais biloniniais
silingais, skirtais Salies vidaus apyvartai, buvo kalamos ir
vertingos sidabro monetos. Ypa¢ daug buvo aukso monety,
skirty uzsienio rinkai, $alies reprezentacijai. Beje, dvigubi
standartai viduramziais buvo taikomi ne tik jungtingje
Lenkijos ir Lietuvos valstybéje.

Zigmanto Vazos monety kalyba prasidéjo 1589 m. atidarius
Vilniaus kalykla. Ji skirstoma j tris ryskius laikotarpius.
Pirmuoju laikotarpiu, trukusiu iki LDK zemés
izdininko Andriaus Zavi$os mirties 1604 m., buvo kalami

Lithuanian coins of the Vasa dynasty

Sigismund Vasa, in the Polish history known as
Sigismund III, was elected Grand Duke of Lithuania
and King of Poland as the son of Catherine, the sister
of Sigismund Augustus, and King John III of Sweden.
The period of his reign (1588-1632) was a period of
continuous wars with Sweden for its crown, which had
detrimental effects on the GDL. The wars exhausted the
state, impoverished its population and economy, which
also had an effect on the value of money. To overcome the
financial difficulties, the treasury was issuing increasing
amounts of coins increasingly diminishing in value,
which resulted in an inflation of an unprecedented scale.
It is worth noting that, apart from the low-value billon
shillings meant for domestic circulation, valuable silver
coins were minted as well. There were especially many
gold coins meant for the foreign market and for the
representation of the country. In fact, double standards
were applied not only in the Commonwealth of Poland
and Lithuania in the Middle Ages.

The minting of coins of Sigismund Vasa commenced

in 1589 with the opening of the Mint of Vilnius. It is
divided into three clear-cut periods.

In the first period, which lasted until the death

of the GDL land treasurer Andrius Zavisa in 1604,
shillings, three-groats and ducats were minted, as had
been established by Stephen Bathory’s edict of 1580,
retaining the same standards of weight. In 1591-1593,
Petrus Platina, mentioned above, was employed as the
die engraver; therefore the coins of Sigismund Vasa are
similar to the analogous coins of Stephen Bathory.
There is one conspicuous heraldic difference: on the
shield of the Vytis, the state emblem of the GDL, not
the double cross but the dynastic coat of arms of the
Vasa family — a Sheaf (&) is inscribed most often. By
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Zigmanto Vazos lietuviskos monetos

Lithuanian coins of Sigismund Vasa



silingai, trigrasiai ir dukatai, kaip buvo nustatyta Stepono
Batoro 1580 m. Ordinacijoje, i$laikant ir tas pacias mases
normas. Spaudy raizytoju 1591-1593 m. dirbo minétas
Petrus Platina, todél Zigmanto Vazos monetos panasios j
Stepono Batoro analogiskas monetas.

Ryskus heraldinis skirtumas — monetose vaizduojamame
LDK herbo Vy¢io skydelyje dazniausiai jkaltas ne
dvigubas kryzius, bet Vazy dinastinis herbas — Pédas (&).
Tuo Zigmantas Vaza noréjo atkreipti démesj, kad jis, nors
i$ motinos pusés ir yra Jogailaitis, bet yra linkes bati Vazy
dinastijos atstovas. Galima taip pat daryti isvada, kad
netgi XVII a. Vytis buvo personifikuojamas ir nelaikomas
nekintamu LDK herbu.

Silingy (masé — apie 1 g, praba — apie 160) averso
pagrindinis motyvas — valdovo monograma

S (Sigismundus) su Vazy dinastiniu herbu — Pédu

(58 pav.). Monetos reverse pavaizduoti Lenkijos ir LDK
herbai, vir$ jy — kartina, apacioje — LDK Zemés izdininko
Teodoro Skumino Tiskevi¢iaus heraldinis Zenklas ¥&.
Zigmanto Vazos trigrasiy (masé — apie 2,4 g, praba — apie
840) nukalta nepaprastai daug. Juose tarsi metrastyje
uzregistruoti LDK Zemeés izdininky, monety kalyklos
valdytojy ir net pinigiy zenklai (59 pav.). Ypa¢ daug
trigrasiy nukalta su LDK Zemés izdininky Teodoro
Skumino Tiskeviciaus (1586—1590 m.; ¥), Dimitro
Chaleckio (1590-1598 m.; &), Andriaus Zavi$os (1598—
1604 m.; &) zenklais. Paprastai LDK Zemés izdininko
zenklas arba herbas jkalti averse, po valdovo portretu, o
aplink valdovo portreta — legenda. Reverse pavaizduoti
Lenkijos ir LDK heraldiniai Zenklai Erelis ir Vytis, tarp

ju — Vazy gimineés herbas, virsuje — kartina ir romeéniskas
skai¢ius I1I (nominalas). Salia LDK Zemés izdininky
herby jkalti ir pinigiy, kalyklos administratoriy heraldiniai
zenklai. Monetos kalimo metai nurodyti reverse.
Pirmosios Zigmanto Vazos auksinés monetos — dukatai
(mase — apie 3,5 g, praba — apie 980) — nukalti
1590-1591 m. (60 pav.). Jy averse aplink valdovo portreta
ikalta legenda, reverse — keturiy daliy heraldinis skydas
su pakaitomis pavaizduotu Ereliu ir Vy¢iu, centre — Vazy
herbas. Virs heraldinio skydo — kariina, apacioje — aukso
monety kalyklos valdytojo, LDK kanclerio Leono
Sapiegos herbas [ ir mety paskutiniai skaitmenys.
Antrasis laikotarpis susij¢s su naujojo zemeés izdininko
Jeronimo Valavi¢iaus (1604-1618 m.; 2), kalyklos
administratoriy H. Stipelio ir Jonugo Trilnerio (1618—
1623 m.) jvykdyta pinigy reforma. Reformos metu buvo

doing this Sigismund Vasa wished to draw attention to
his being a representative of the Vasa Dynasty, although
he was a Jagiellonian on his mother’s side. One can draw
a conclusion that even in the 17th century the Vytis

was personified and not considered the unvarying state
emblem of the GDL.

The key motive of the obverse of the shillings (weight
around 1 g, fineness around 160) is the ruler’s monogram
S (Sigismundus) with the Vasas” dynastic coat of arms,

a Sheaf (Fig. 58). The reverse of the coin features the
state emblems of Poland and the GDL, a crown above
them, and the heraldic insignia ¥ of Theodor Skumin
Tyszkiewicz, land treasurer of the GDL, at the bottom.
Extremely large quantities of the three-groats of Sigismund
Vasa (weight about 2.4 g, fineness about 840) were
minted. Like a chronicle, they recorded the insignia of
GDL land treasurers, Mint governors and even moneyers
(Fig. 59). Especially numerous three-groats were minted
with the insignia of the GDL land treasurers Theodor
Skumin Tyszkiewicz (1586-1590; %), Dimitri Chalecki
(1590-1598; &) and Andrius Zavisa (1598-1604; %7).

The first gold coins of Sigismund Vasa, ducats (weight
around 3.5 g, fineness around 980) were minted in
1590-1591 (Fig. 60). Their obverse caries a legend
extending around the ruler’s portrait, the reverse has a
four-partite heraldic shield with the alternately depicted
Eagle or Vytis, and the coat of arms of the Vasa family
in the centre. Above the heraldic shield there is a crown,
at the bottom the coat of arms [@ of Leonas Sapiega,
governor of the mint of gold coins and Chancellor of the
GDL, and the final digits of the year.

The second period relates to the currency reform
implemented by the new land treasurer Hieronim
Walowicz (1604—1618; ¥) and the Mint administrators
Hans Stippel (1606-1618) and Johan Trilner
(1618-1623). In the course of the reform, on the one
hand, coins of lower denominations, such as double-
denarii and groats, on the other hand, very high-value
ones, five and even ten-ducat gold coins were minted.
The lowest-denomination coins of Sigismund Vasa,
double-denarii (weight 0.5-0.7 g, fineness about 95) were
started in 1606 (Fig. 61). Initially, the coat of arms of the
Vasa family was “forgotten” to be inscribed in the ruler’s
monogram featured on the obverse; the heraldic insignia
or the coat of arms of the GDL land treasurer was not
inscribed either. In the same year, however, these mistakes

Lithuanian Numismatics: From Mindaugas’ Kingdom to the Republic of Lithuania | 93

58 pav. Zigmanto Vazos ankstyvasis ilingas.

Vilniaus kalykla. 1589 m. DK

Fig. 58. Early shilling of Sigismund Vasa.
Mint of Vilnius. 1589. DK



59 pav. Zigmanto Vazos trigrasiai.

XVI a. pab. DK

Fig. 59. Three-groats of Sigismund Vasa. Late
16th c. DK

60 pav. Zigmanto Vazos pirmasis dukatas.
Vilniaus kalykla. 1590 m. KNM

Fig. 60. The first ducat of Sigismund Vasa. Mint
of Vilnius. 1590. KNM

kalamos, viena vertus, smulkesniy nominaly monetos —

dvidenariai, grasiai, kita vertus, itin stambios auksinés
vieno, penkiy ir net desimties dukaty monetos.
Smulkiausios Zigmanto Vazos monetos — dvidenariai
(masé — 0,5-0,7 g, praba — apie 95) — pradétos kaldinti
1606 m. (61 pav.). I§ pradziy jy averse pavaizduotoje
valdovo monogramoje ,pamirsta“ jkalti Vazy herba;
nejkaltas ir LDK Zemés izdininko heraldinis Zenklas
arba herbas. Taciau dar tais paciais metais $ios klaidos
buvo iStaisytos. Nusistovéjo jprastas dvidenariy dizainas:
averse — valdovo monograma S su Vazy heraldiniu
skydeliu, vir$ jos — kar@ina, abipus jos — metai, apacdioje —
tradiciskai nominalas roménisku skai¢iumi II (denarai).
Reverse — Vytis, apacioje — LDK zemeés izdininko
Jeronimo Valavi¢iaus zenklas <.

Tuo metu ypa¢ daug buvo kalama biloniniy $ilingy

(62 pav.) ir menkaverciy grasiy. Jy kalyba, matyt, dave
nemazg pelng valstybés izdui. 1607-1615 m. kalti
lengvesni grasiai (mase — apie 1,6 g, praba — apie 360)
(63 pav.), jie pakeité anksé¢iau kaltus trigrasius. Gryno
sidabro juose buvo ne 3, bet apie 4 kartus maziau negu
trigrasiuose, ta¢iau sumazintas sidabro kiekis neblogai
uzmaskuotas, nes plony grasiy skersmuo buvo toks pat
kaip ir trigrasiy. Matyt, dél sumazinto sidabro kiekio
grasiy kalimo 1608 m. atnaujinta trigrasiy gamyba kaip
nepelninga nutriiko dar tais paciais metais.

1619 m. pradétos kalti pirmosios pusantro grasio

vertes lietuviskos monetos — pusantrokai (masé — apie
1,5 g, praba — apie 470) (64 pav.). Jie buvo gerokai
vertingesni (0,72 g gryno sidabro) uz panasios isvaizdos
lenkiskas monetas (0,49 g gryno sidabro). Pusantroky
averse — keturiy daliy heraldinis skydas, virs jo — kartina,
o apacioje jkaltas LDK zemeés izdininko Kristupo
Naruseviciaus (1618—1630 m.) herbas {§. Reverse
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were removed. A common design of the double-denarii
was set: the obverse featured the ruler’s monogram S with
the heraldic shield of the Vasa family, a crown above it,
the year on both sides of the crown, and, traditionally, the
denomination marked by the Roman numeral II (denarii)
at the bottom. The reverse carried the Vytis and the
insignia ¢ of the GDL land treasurer Hieronim Walowicz
at the bottom.

At that time, billon shillings (Fig. 62) and worthless
groats were minted in particularly large amounts.
Minting them must have been quite profitable for the
treasury. In 16071615, lighter groats were minted (weight
about 1.6 g, fineness about 360) (Fig. 63) that replaced
the three-groats minted before. The content of pure silver
in them was not 3 but approximately 4 times smaller than
in the three-groats; however, the reduced silver content
was quite well disguised because the diameter of the thin
groats was almost the same as that of the three-groats.
The minting of three-groats, which was resumed in 1608
due to the minting of groats with reduced silver content,
was discontinued in the same year as unprofitable.

In 1619, the first Lithuanian coins with the value of
1.5-groat (weight around 1.5 g, fineness around 470)

(Fig. 64) were introduced. They were substantially more
valuable (0.72 g of pure silver) than the Polish coins of

a similar appearance (0.49 g of pure silver). The obverse
of 1.5 groats features a heraldic four-partite shield, a
crown above it, and the coat of arms € of the GDL

land treasurer Kristupas Narusevicius (1618-1630) at

the bottom. The reverse carries the orb — the symbol of
power, on which the numeral 24 (1/24 part of the thaler)
is written; in the shield at the bottom, the denomination
is marked again with the number 3 (half-groats). As

the Lithuanian 1.5 groats contained more silver than



pavaizduotas valdzios Zenklas — rutulys su kryZiumi,

ant jo uzraSytas skaicius 24 (1/24 talerio dalis), apacioje
skydelyje dar kartg skai¢iumi 3 (pusgrasiai) nurodytas
nominalas. Kadangi lietuviskuose pusantrokuose sidabro
daugiau negu lenkiskuose, jie buvo i$vezami, perlydomi

i lenkiskus. Jy kalyba tapo nuostolinga LDK izdui, todél
jau 1620 m. nutraukta. Didziausias pusantroky kiekis
rastas Ciudiskiy (Prieny r.) lobyje, saugomame Kaune,
Vytauto Didziojo karo muziejuje.

Antruoju laikotarpiu nukalta daug nepaprastai menisky
ir puosniy auksiniy monety. Zinoma, nedideliais tiraZais
leistos auksinés monetos nepagyvino pinigy apyvartos ir,
matyt, dazniausiai buvo naudojamos kaip brangi dovana
ar apdovanojimas. Monetos buvo gaminamos specialiu
valdovo dvaro uzsakymu, o jy spaudus gamino jZymus
menininkas H. Trilneris. 5 dukaty (masé — apie 17,5 g) ir
10 dukaty (masé — apie 35 g) monety averse preciziskai
iSgraviruotas valdovo portretas, aplink jj monetos
pakras¢iu jkalta lotyniska legendos pradzia.

Iki 1618 m. monety averso legendoje nurodyta, kad
Zigmantas Vaza yra Lenkijos karalius ir didysis Lietuvos
kunigaikstis. Reverso siuzetas visose auksinése monetose
vienodas — keturiy daliy heraldinis skydas. Jame
pakaitomis i¥déstyti herbai: Lenkijos — Erelis, Svedijos —
Trys kartinos, Livonijos — Liatas, LDK — Vytis. Po 1618 m.
kaltose auksinése monetose valdovo portretas vaizduojamas
su Aukso Vilnos ordinu, o legendoje, kurios tasa pereina j
reversa, iSvardyti visi valdovo titulai, nepraleidziant taip pat
ir Svedijos, dél kurios kariinos jis taip nesékmingai kariavo
su savo deéde, karaliaus titulo. Virs§ skydo — kariina. Be to,
reverse romenisku skai¢iumi nurodyta nominalas (5 arba
10 dukaty) ir nukalimo metai (65 pav.).

Trediasis kalyklos laikotarpis — 1623-1627 m. Siuo
laikotarpiu daugiausia kalamos smulkios biloninés

the Polish ones, they were taken away and recast into

the Polish ones. Their minting brought losses to the
GDL treasury and, as a result, as early as in 1620 it was
discontinued.

During the second period a number of extremely artistic
and elaborately adorned gold coins were minted. Of course,
the gold coins that were issued in small mintages did

not liven up the circulation of money and were probably
mainly used as a precious gift or an award. The coins were
produced on a special order from the ruler’s court, and
their dies were produced by the outstanding artist Hannus
Trilner. On the obverse of 5 ducats (weight around 17.5

g) and 10 ducats (weight around 35 g) there is a precisely
engraved ruler’s portrait around which the beginning of a
Latin legend is inscribed along the edge of the coin.

Until 1618, the legend on the obverse of the coins
indicated that Sigismund Vasa was King of Poland and
Grand Duke of Lithuania. The theme on the reverse of
all gold coins is the same — a four-partite heraldic shield.
The shield contains alternating coats of arms: the Eagle
of Poland, Three Crowns of Sweden, the Lion of Livonia,
and the Vytis of the GDL. On the gold coins minted
after 1618, the ruler’s portrait is depicted with a Gold
Wool Order, and the legend which continues onto the
reverse lists all titles of the ruler, without omitting the
title of King of Sweden for the crown of which he had so
unsuccessfully fought with his uncle. Above the shield
there is a crown. In addition, on the reverse, a respective
Roman numeral marks the denomination (5 or 10 ducats)
and the year of minting (Fig. 65).

The third period of the Mint lasted from 1623 to 1627.
Throughout this period, small denomination billon coins,
shillings and groats, were mainly minted. The coins
contained so little silver that they can be attributed to
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61 pav. Zigmanto Vazos ankstyvieji dvidenariai.

Vilniaus kalykla. 1606-1614 m. DK

Fig. 61. Early double-denarii of Sigismund Vasa.
Mint of Vilnius. 1606-1614. DK

62 pav. Zigmanto Vazos Silingai.

Vilniaus kalykla. 1614-1618 m. DK

Fig. 62. Shillings of Sigismund Vasa.

Mint of Vilnius. 1614-1618. DK

63 pav. Zigmanto Vazos grasiai.

Vilniaus kalykla. 1607-1615 m. DK

Fig. 63. Groats of Sigismund Vasa.
Mint of Vilnius. 1607-1615. DK

64 pav. Lietuviskas Zigmanto Vazos pusantrokas.

Vilniaus kalykla. 1619 m. DK

Fig. 64. Lithuanian 1.5 groat of Sigismund Vasa.
Mint of Vilnius. 1619. DK



66 pav. Zigmanto Vazos $ilingai.

Vilniaus kalykla. 1623-1627 m. DK

Fig. 66. Shillings of Sigismund Vasa.
Mint of Vilnius. 1623-1627. DK

67 pav. Zigmanto Vazos biloniniai grasiai.

Vilniaus kalykla. 1625-1627 m. DK

Fig. 67. Billon groats of Sigismund Vasa.
Mint of Vilnius. 1625-1627. DK

65 pav. Zigmanto Vazos 5 dukaty LDK moneta.
Vilniaus kalykla. LBM

Fig. 65. GDL 5 ducat coin of Sigismund Vasa.
Mint of Vilnius. LBM

monetos — Silingai ir grasiai. Monetose buvo tiek mazai
sidabro, kad prie sidabriniy jas priskirti galima tik su
didelém islygom. Pagaliau, neregétai nusmukus LDK
monety kursui ir negalint joms konkuruoti uzsienio
rinkoje, 1627 m. kalykla uzdaryta.

Salia tradiciniy 1623 m. kalti naujo tipo §ilingai

(66 pav.). Jy averse — Erelis, reverse — Vytis ir LDK
zemés izdininko Kristupo Naruseviciaus (1618-1630 m.)
heraldinis Zenklas §2. Toks Lenkijos ir LDK herby
atskyrimas, matyt, buvo jvertintas kaip nukrypimas
nuo unijos normy ir grjzimas j Zygimanto Senojo
laikus, todél jau 1624 m. grizta prie ankstesnio
dizaino.

Nuo 1625 m. isleisti naujieji grasiai (67 pav.)

kalti pagal i§ esmés naujas metrologines normas:
masé — apie 1 g, praba — apie 280. Kazkada buvgs
prestiziné moneta, Zigmanto Vazos grasis nukrito iki
zemiausios vertés biloninés monetos, neprilygstancios
né tre¢daliui Zygimanto Senojo 1535-1536 m.

grasio vertés. Sprendziant pagal spaudy kieki, grasiy
emisija buvo milziniska ir, matyt, davé nemaza pelng
valstybés izdui.
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silver ones with only serious reservations. Finally, with an
unprecedented decline in the exchange rate of GDL coins
and their inability to compete in the foreign market, the
Mint was closed down in 1627.

During this period, in addition to traditional shillings,

a new type of shillings were minted in 1623 (Fig. 66).
Their obverse bears the Eagle, the reverse has the Vytis
and the heraldic symbol 4% of the GDL land treasurer
Kristupas Narusevicius (1618—1630). Such a separation of
the state emblems of Poland and the GDL was apparently
assessed as a deviation from the union standards and a
return to the times of Sigismund the Old and, therefore,
as early as in 1624 the previous design was resumed.

The new groats issued from 1625 (Fig. 67) were minted
according to the essentially new metrological standards:
weight around 1 g, fineness around 280. Once a
prestigious coin, the groat of Sigismund Vasa deteriorated
to the billon coin of the lowest value which was not even
equal to one-third of the groat of Sigismund the Old of
1535-1536. Judging from the number of dies, the groat
issue was enormous and was likely to have generated
substantial profits for the treasury.



Zigmanto Vazos 10 dukaty LDK moneta. Vilniaus kalykla. LBM
GDL 10 ducat coins of Sigismund Vasa. Mint of Vilnius. LBM
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Jono Kazimiero monetos

Valdant Jonui Kazimierui (1648—-1668 m.), jungtinés
Lenkijos ir Lietuvos valstybés santvarka patyré sunkiausiy
iSméginimy. Isigaléjus bajorams, atsisakantiems

kariniy prievoliy, jtvirtinusiems veto teis¢ Seime ir

tuo sutrikdZiusiems jo veikla, dél Maskvos palaikomy
Ukrainos kazoky sukilimy valstybe istiko krize. Izdas
nepajége atlyginti ssamdomai kariuomenei, todél jam
papildyti nutarta vél kaldinti monetas. Tuo tikslu 1652 m.
atidaryta Vilniaus kalykla, joje LDK Zemés izdininko
Mykolo Gedeono Tryznos (1644-1652 m.) potvarkiu
nukaldinta sumazintos vertés monety: biloniniy $ilingy,
taip pat grasiy, pusantroky, trigrasiy, Sesiagrasiy.

Silingy (masé — apie 0,3 g, praba — 125) (68 pav.)

averse tradiciskai jkalta valdovo monograma ICR
(loannes Casimirus Rex), vir$ jos — kariina, monetos
pakra$¢iu — legenda. Reverse pavaizduotas Vytis, virs jo —
kunigaikscio kariina, apacdioje — LDK Zemés izdininko
M. G. Tryznos heraldinis zenklas X (1652 m.), véliau —
V. Gonsievskio “¥ (1653 m.). Aplink — legenda ir monetos
kalimo metai. Lietuvisko $ilingo verté buvo prilyginta
1/360-ajai talerio daliai, arba ¥4 grasio. Sis santykis
aiskiai priestaravo 1650 m. Var$uvos seimo Ordinacijai,
nustaciusiai grasio ir $ilingo santykj 1:3.

1652 m. nukaltos pirmosios portretinés Jono Kazimiero
monetos — grasial, trigrasiai ir Sesiagrasiai. Ju reverse
pavaizduotas Vytis su kunigaikscio kartina, apacioje —
LDK Zemés izdininko zenklas H. Grasiy nominalas
nurodytas romeénisku skai¢iumi I, trigrasiy — 30 (1/30-oji
talerio dalis) (69 pav.), Sesiagrasiy — 15 (1/15-0ji talerio
dalis).

Jono Kazimiero pusantroky dizainas toks pat, kaip ir
Zigmanto Vazos pusantroky, skiriasi tik averso legenda,
kalimo metai (1652 m.), Zemés izdininko Zenklas

XA ir nominalas 60 (1/60-0ji talerio dalis) (70 pav.).

Coins of John Casimir

Under the reign of John Casimir (1648-1668), the social
system of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth faced
the hardest challenges. With the entrenchment of the
nobles who relinquished military duties, enforced the
veto right in the Seimas thus deranging its work, because
of the uprisings of the Ukrainian Cossacks supported

by Moscow, the state was hit by a crisis. The treasury
was unable to pay the mercenary army, and a decision
was taken to restart coin minting to ensure additional
revenues. To this end, the Mint of Vilnius was opened

in 1652. By Order of the GDL land treasurer Mykolas
Gedeonas Tryzna (1644-1652), the Mint produced coins
of reduced value: billon shillings, also groats, three-
halfgroats, threegroats, and sixgroats.

The obverse of the shillings (weight around 0.3 g, fineness
125) (Fig. 68) traditionally bears the ruler’s monogram
ICR (loannes Casimirus Rex), a crown above it, and a
legend along the edge of the coin. The reverse depicts the
Vytis, the ducal crown above it, and the heraldic insignia
XA of the GDL land treasurer M. G. Tryzna (1652),

later — the heraldic insignia “¥ of V. Gonsiewski (1653),
at the bottom. The legend and the year of minting are
arranged in a circle. The Lithuanian shilling was worth
1/360 of the thaler or ¥ of the groat. This rate was clearly
in contradiction to the Ordinance of the Warsaw Seimas
of 1650, which established the 1:3 rate between the groat
and the shilling (Fig. 69).

In 1652, the first portrait coins of John Casimir, groats,
threegroats and sixgroats were minted. Their reverse
bears the Vytis with the ducal crown and the GDL land
treasurer’s insignia } at the bottom. The denomination
of the groats is marked by the Roman numeral I, that of
the threegroats by 30 (1/30 of the thaler), and that of the
sixgroats by 15 (1/15 of the thaler).
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68 pav. Jono Kazimiero $ilingai.

Vilniaus kalykla. 1652-1653 m. DK

Fig. 68. Shillings of John Casimir.
Mint of Vilnius. 1652-1653. DK

69 pav. Jono Kazimiero $e$iagrasis. 1652 m. LNM
Fig. 69. Sixgroat of John Casimir. 1652. LNM



E. Huten-Capskio Lenkijos ir Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés monety katalogo titulinis puslapis. CDM

Title page for the Catalogue of Coins of Poland and the Grand Duchy of Lithuania of E. Huten-Czapsky. CDM



Taip akivaizdziai uzfiksuoti infliacijos padariniai, nes
Zigmanto Vazos pusantrokas prilygo 1/24-ajai talerio
daliai.

1652-1653 m. lietuviskos monetos buvo gaminamos
nasia valcavimo masina, iskertant monetas is sidabro
laksto. Nors tai mazindavo dideliy emisijy sagnaudas, bet
nukentédavo monety kokybé: dalis monety necentruotos,
astriomis, atsiSerpetojusiomis briaunomis.

Monety dizaine akivaizdziai vyrauja LDK valstybiniai
elementai, néra lenkisko Erelio ir tik i§ valdovo tituly
galima suprasti, kad tai jungtinés valstybés monetos.
Toks monety dizainas sukelé lenky nepasitenkinima, ir
1653 m. Seimo paskirta komisija uzdare Vilniaus kalykla.
Taigi deél politiniy interesy dominavimo LDK nepavyko
pagerinti savo finansinés padéties.

Monety kalyba Vilniaus kalykloje Jonas Kazimieras

visgi buvo priverstas atnaujinti. PrieZastis buvo karai

su Maskva ir Svedija, juos lydéjusios negerovés: badas,
maro epidemija, katastrofiskas izdo deficitas. Norint
iSmoketi 4 mln. auksiny skolg mai$taujanciai samdomai
kariuomenei, buvo vienintelé iseitis — pinigy infliacija.
Pirma karta LDK istorijoje buvo nutarta kaldinti
varinius pinigus — Silingus, kuriais numatyta padengti
skolas. 1659 m. Seime priimtas nutarimas ir nauja
Ordinacija, kurioje nustatytas aukstas priverstinis
variniy Silingy kursas — 3 variniai $ilingai prilyginti

1 sidabriniam grasiui. Variniy monety emisija iki tol

jau buvo praktikuojama Lenkijoje, o ja jgyvendinti
pavesta apsukriam karaliaus sekretoriui Titui Livijui
Boratiniui, vadovavusiam panasiai akcijai Lenkijoje.
Pagal sutartj T. L. Boratinis $ilingus kaldino tokiomis
salygomis: i§ vienos varinés markeés (201,86 g) tur¢jo

buti pagaminama 300 $ilingy bendros 100 grasiy vertés
monety — 171 $ilingas tekdavo izdui, 45 $ilingai — uz varj,
o 84 silingai buvo jo pelnas.

Pirmieji 90 mln. $ilingy su kontrahento inicialais T. L. B.
averse 1660-1661 m. buvo nukaldinti Ujazdovo (Lenkija)
kalykloje. Taciau tokio kiekio toli grazu nepakako,

todél tomis paciomis salygomis buvo sudaryta sutartis

su Andriumi Georgu fon Hornu (inicialai G. F. H.). Jis
panasius $ilingus kaldino Olivos (Lenkija) (1663 m.),
Kauno (1665 m.), Marienburgo (1666 m.) kalyklose.

T. L. Boratinio $ilingai toliau buvo kaldinami Vilniaus
(1664-1666 m.) ir Lietuvos Brastos (1665—-1666 m.)
kalyklose. I§ viso buvo nukaldinta 878 mln. lietuvisky
variniy $ilingy.

The design of the three-halfgroats of John Casimir is
identical to that of the three-halfgroats of Sigismund
Vasa, with the only differences in the obverse legend, the
year of minting (1652), the land treasurer’s insignia M},
and denomination 60 (1/60 of the thaler) (Fig. 70). This
clearly reflected the effects of inflation, as the three-
halfgroat of Sigismund Vasa equalled 1/24 of the thaler.
The Lithuanian coins of 1652—1653 were produced by

an efficient roller and cut from a silver sheet. While

this reduced the costs of large-scale issues, it told on the
quality of the coins: part of the coins are uncentered, with
sharp, rough edges.

The design of the coins shows the obvious prevalence

of GDL state elements, there is no Polish Eagle, and

one can only guess from the ruler’s titles these to

be Commonwealth coins. This coin design raised
dissatisfaction among the Poles, and a Commission set up
by the Seimas closed down the Mint of Vilnius in 1653.
Thus the dominance of political interests prevented the
GDL from improving its financial position.

And yet John Casimir was obliged to restart coin minting
at the Mint of Vilnius. The reason for that was military
conflicts with Moscow and Sweden, and the related
maladies: hunger, a plague epidemic, a catastrophic
treasury deficit. In order to pay the arrears of 4 million
gold auksinas coins owed to the rebellious mercenary
army, money inflation was the only way out. For the first
time in the GDL history it was decided to mint copper
money, shillings, aimed at paying off the arrears. In 1659,
the Seimas adopted a resolution and passed a new edict,
which established a compulsory high exchange rate of
copper shillings: 3 copper shillings were made equal to

1 silver groat. The issue of copper coins had by that time
already been practised in Poland, and implementing it
was delegated to the King’s smart secretary Titus Livius
Boratini, who had headed a similar action in Poland.
Under the agreement, Boratini coined shillings according
to the following conditions: out of one copper mark
(201.86 g) 300 shillings with the total value of 100 groats
were to be produced: 171 shillings for the treasury, 45
shillings for copper, and 84 shillings represented his
profit.

The first 90 million of shillings were minted by Boratini
at the Mint of Ujazdéw (Poland) in 1660-1661. On

the obverse of his shillings, the contrahent’s initials

T. L. B. were inscribed. Such an amount was, however,
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Didysis Lietuvos kunigaikstis Jonas Kazimieras

(1648-1672 m.)

Grand Duke John Casimir of Lithuania
(1648-1672)

70 pav. Jono Kazimiero lietuviskas pusantrokas.
Vilniaus kalykla. 1652 m. DK

Fig. 70. Lithuanian three-halfgroat of John
Casimir. Mint of Vilnius. 1652. DK



71 pav. Jono Kazimiero variniai $ilingai. DK

Fig. 71. Copper shillings of John Casimir. DK

Variniai $ilingai buvo kalami a/ marco principu, kai i$ tam
tikro kiekio Zaliavos nukalamas nustatytas kiekis monety,
nesirtpinant kiekvienos monetos masés nuokrypiu nuo
nominaliosios masés. Nesirtpinta ir monety kalimo
kokybe — jose sunkiai jskaitomos legendos, kaldinimo
metal, inicialai ir kalykly valdytojy ar LDK Zemeés
izdininky heraldiniai Zenklai. Prasta monety kalyba
sukélé masinj santykinai aukstos vertés variniy $ilingy
padirbinéjima. Falsifikavimu ypac iSgarsé¢jo Sucava
(Rumunija, Moldavijos vaivadysté). Gausybé netikry
varioky dar labiau didino infliacijg ir sunkino valstybés
finansing padétj.

Visy variniy $ilingy (masé — apie 1,3 g) dizainas
stereotipinis — jy averse pavaizduotas Jono Kazimiero
profilis, apacioje — kontrahento inicialai, abipus

portreto — legenda. Reverse pavaizduotas Vytis, virs jo —
kunigaikscio kartina, apadioje — LDK Zemés izdininko
Jeronimo Kri$pino-Kir$ensteino monograma KB arba
senklas %. Kity mety $ilinguose jkalti kalyklos valdytojy
7enklai — % (A. M. Sakavi¢iaus, 1659-1661 m.) ir &
(Jurgio Bialozoro, 1662-1663 m.) (71 pav.).

1663 m. LDK izdo sutartyje su A. G. Hornu numatyta,
kad kartu su variniais $ilingais jis kaldins ir vertingas
sidabro ir aukso monetas, tadiau sios sutarties dalies

A. G. Hornas nejvykdeé, nes kalti kokybiskas monetas
jam buvo nuostolinga. Todél kaldinti $ias monetas buvo
pavesta T. L. Boratiniui. Jis Vilniaus kalykloje nukaldino
sidabrinius trigrasius (1664—1665 m.), $eSiagrasius
(1664-1666 m), taip pat LDK monety kalyboje
nepraktikuotas naujo tipo 18 grasiy (1/5 talerio) vertes
monetas — ortus (1664—1665 m.). Projektuojant naujus
trigrasius (masé — apie 1,75 g, praba — 375), pritaikytas
Stepono Batoro trigrasiy dizainas. Averse pavaizduotas
Jonas Kazimieras su laury vainiku, apacioje — kalyklos
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insufficient; consequently, a contract with Andrius Georg
von Horn (initials G. F. H.) was concluded under the
same conditions. He coined similar shillings at the mints
of Oliwa (Poland) (1663), Kaunas (1665) and Marienburg
(1666). Later, Boratini’s shillings were coined at the mints
of Vilnius (1664—1666) and Lietuvos Brasta (1665-1666).
The total of 878 million of Lithuanian copper shillings
were coined.

Copper shillings were coined according to the a/ marco
principle, where from a certain amount of raw material a
fixed amount of coins was minted without taking care of
each coin’s deviation from its nominal weight. The poor-
quality coinage gave rise to mass counterfeiting of copper
shillings of relatively high value. Suchava (Romania,
Voivodship of Moldavia) became especially notorious.
The abundance of counterfeit copper shillings increased
inflation and aggravated the financial condition of the
state to a still greater degree.

All copper shillings (weight around 1.3 g) are
stereotypical in design: their obverse features the profile
of John Casimir, the contrahent’s initials at the bottom,
and a legend on both sides of the portrait. The reverse
bears the Vytis, a crown above it, and the monogram K
or the insignia % of the GDL land treasurer Hieronymus
Krispin Kirschenstein. The shillings of other issues bear
the insignia of the Mint governors: # of A. M. Sakavicius
(1659-1661) and £ of Jurgis Bialozoras (1662-1663)

(Fig. 71).

The agreement between the GDL treasury and Andrius
Georg von Horn of 1663 had provided that, alongside

the copper shillings, the latter would also mint valuable
silver and gold coins. However, Horn did not fulfil the
agreement because minting quality coins was loss-incurring
for him. Therefore, the minting of these coins was assigned



nuomotojo inicialai T. L. B., aplink — legenda (72 pav.).
Reverse pagrindinis siuzetas — Vytis, $alia jo roménisku
skai¢iumi III pazymeétas nominalas, apacioje — LDK
zemes izdininko monograma KB ir metai.

Jono Kazimiero Sesiagrasiai (mase — apie 3 g,

praba — apie 500) — tai gana stambi moneta, kaldinta
1664-1666 m. Reverse pavaizduotas LDK Vytis,

po juo roménisku skai¢iumi VI nurodytas monetos
nominalas, apacioje — LDK Zemés izdininko J. Kri$pino-
Kirsensteino (1663—1676 m.) didysis herbas. Tokio
pat dizaino ir ortai (masé — apie 5,4 g, praba — apie
500), taciau po Vy¢iu jkaltas nominalas 18 (grasiy), o
legendoje nominalas nenurodytas.

Finansing Lenkijos ir Lietuvos valstybés krize rodo
1666 m. sukurtas lietuviskas auksinas (30 grasiy =

1/3 talerio) (73 pav.). Tai — apie 500 prabos vos 6,72 g
moneta, analogiska Lenkijoje Lvovo ir Bydgosciaus
kalyklose 1663-1666 m. kaldintiems lenkiskiems
zlotams, pagal jas suprojektavusio Andriaus Tympfo
vardg paniekinamai vadintiems ,,tympomis®. Zlotai
leisti priverstinai paaukstintu kursu, beje, neslepiamu
jos averso lotyniskoje legendoje: DAT PRETIVM
SERVATA SALVS POTIORQ METALLO EST
(Teévynés isgelbéjimas vertinamas auksciau uz metalg).
Kartu legendoje jterptas skaicius 3 (1/3 talerio dalis).
Stikis, turéjes kelti patriotinius jausmus visiems,
émusiems auksing vietoj 30 grasiy, kartu isduoda $ios
monetos, kaip negrazinamo kredito zenklo, paskirt;:
tikroji auksino verté ne didesné kaip 12 grasiy. Beje,
lietuviskas auksinas taip ir nepateko j rinka, nes,

1666 m. Jonui Kazimierui uzdarius Vilniaus kalykla,
lietuvisky monety kalimas nutriiko. Zinomas vienintelis
sios bandomosios monetos pavyzdys saugomas Sankt
Peterburge, Valstybiniame Ermitaze.
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to Titus Livius Boratini. He struck silver threegroats
(1664-1665), sixgroats (1664—1666) and, also, coins

of a new type, orts, worth 18 groats (1/5 of the thaler)
(1664-1665) at the Mint of Vilnius. For the design of the
new threegroats (weight around 1.75, fineness 375) that of
the threegroats of Stephen Bathory was adapted (Fig. 72).
The obverse features John Casimir with a laurel wreath,
initials of the Mint lessor T. L. B., and a legend around it.
The main theme on the reverse is the Vytis; nex to it, the
Roman numeral III marks the denomination; at the top,
there is the land treasurer’s monogram KB and the year.
The sixgroat of John Casimir (weight around 3 g, fineness
around 500) is a rather large coin which was minted in
1664—1666. On the reverse it carries the GDL Vytis; under
it, the Roman numeral VI marks the coin’s denomination;
at the bottom, there is the big coat of arms of the GDL
land treasurer Hieronymus Krispin Kirschenstein
(1663-1676). The ort has the same design too (weight

5.4 g, fineness around 500), however, the denomination
18 (groats) is inscribed under the Vytis, while it is not
indicated in the legend.

The financial crisis in the Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth is reflected in the Lithuanian auksinas
(30 groats = 1/3 of the thaler) (Fig. 73) designed in 1666.
It is a coin of approximate fineness of 500 weighing just
6.72 g, analogous to the Polish zloty coined in

1663—1666 at the mints of Lvov and Bydgoszcz; these were
contemptuously referred to as “tympos” after the name

of their designer, Andrzej Tympf. In fact, the Lithuanian
auksinas never appeared in the market, as the minting of
Lithuanian coins was discontinued when John Casimir
closed down of the Mint of Vilnius in 1666. The only
known sample of this test coin is held by the Hermitage
Museum in St Petersburg,.
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72 pav. Jono Kazimiero trigrasis, Sesiagrasis ir

ortas. Vilniaus kalykla. DK

Fig. 72. Threegroat, sixgroat and ort of John
Casimir. Mint of Vilnius. DK

73 pav. Krizés meto infliacinio auksino
bandomasis pavyzdys. Vilniaus kalykla.
1666 m. VE

Fig. 73. Test sample of the inflationary auksinas
of the crisis period. Mint of Vilnius.
1666. VE



74 pav. Auksineés puses dukato (1665 m.) ir
1 dukato (1666 m.) Jono Kazimiero monetos.

Vilniaus kalykla. CDM

Fig. 74. Gold half-ducat (1665) and one-ducat
(1666) coins of John Casimir.
Mint of Vilnius. CDM

Jono Kazimiero lietuviskos auksinés monetos isleistos
dviejy nominaly. Pusés dukato monetos (mase — 1,75 g,
praba — apie 980) — vienintelés $io nominalo LDK
numizmatikoje — kaldintos 1664-1665 m. (74 pav.).

Ju dizainas tapatus variniy $ilingy, kaldinty Vilniaus
kalykloje, dizainui, tik reverso legendoje nurodyta, kad tai
auksiné moneta.

Vieno dukato (masé — 3,5 g, praba — 980) (74 pav.)
monetos dizainui jtakos turéjo j Lietuva atéjgs barokas.
Averse pavaizduotas Jono Kazimiero su laury vainiku
ant galvos portretas, po juo — inicialai T. L. B. I§ abiejy
valdovo portreto pusiy — dvi laury $akelés, reverse —
Vytis tarp tokiy pat dviejy lauro $akeliy, virs$ jo —
kunigaikscio kartina, apacioje — LDK Zemés izdininko
monograma K.

Jono Kazimiero pilnavertés auksinés monetos visa

laikg buvo aukstai kotiruojamos, o jy verté nuolat kilo.
1668 m. auksinis dukatas buvo lygus 360 grasiy variniais
silingais, 0 1717 m. Seimas nustate, kad 1 dukatas lygus
540 grasiy. Taigi dél hiperinfliacijos variniai $ilingai

i§ apyvartos visiskai i$stime ne tik auksines, bet ir
sidabrines monetas. Litidna ir Jono Kazimiero valdymo
pabaiga. 1668 m. jis pasitrauke i§ visy pareigy palikdamas
Salyje finansing suirute.

Deja, 1666 m. monetos buvo paskutinés monetos, nukaltos
Vilniaus kalykloje.

104 Lietuviskoji numizmatika: nuo Lietuvos (Mindaugo) karalystés iki Respublikos

The gold coins of John Casimir were issued in two
denominations. The half-ducat coins (weight 1.75 g,
fineness around 980), the only coins of this denomination
in GDL numismatics, were minted in 1664—1665

(Fig. 74). Their design is identical with that of the copper
shillings minted at the Mint of Vilnius, only the reverse
legend indicates that this is a gold coin.

The design of one-ducat coin (weight 3.5, fineness 980)
was influenced by the Baroque which had reached
Lithuania. The obverse bears a portrait of John Casimir
with a laurel wreath on his head and the initials T. L. B.
under it. There is a laurel branch on each side of the
ruler’s portrait. The reverse bears the Vytis between the
same two laurel branches, the ducal crown above it, and
the GDL land treasurer’s monogram K.

The full-value gold coins of John Casimir were highly
quoted all the time, and their value gradually increased.
In 1668, the gold ducat was equal to 360 groats in copper
shillings, and in 1717 the Seimas established one ducat

as equal to 540 groats. Thus, due to hyperinflation,
copper shillings fully ousted not only gold but also silver
coins from circulation. Also sad was the end of the reign
of John Casimir. In 1668, he stepped down from all his
responsibilities leaving the country in financial disorder.
Unfortunately, the coins of 1666 were the last coins
minted at the Mint of Vilnius.



