Satyrines ir suvenyrines monetos

Monetos, pasaulyje paplitusios kaip mokéjimo ir
atsiskaitymo priemong, kartais naudojamos ne tik

pagal tiesioging paskirtj. Pinigai kartais tampa satyros
priemone, suvenyrai jgyja jy forma, pinigy gamybos
imitacija virsta linksmu Zaidimu.

Tiek i$ kity rimty dalyky, tiek ir i$ pinigy visuomené
retkarciais pasisaipo. Jumoristiniy pinigy pasitaikydavo
ir seniau, juos leido ir misy protéviai — LDK
valstybininkai. Paminétinas sidabrinis trigrasis, 1566 m.
nukaldintas valdant Zygimantui Augustui. Monetos
averse pavaizduotas LDK herbas Vytis, o reverse, vir$
iygimanto Augusto monogramos su karaliska kartina,
lotynigkas uzragas: ,,Qui habitat in coelis irri debit eos”
(Danguje esantis juokiasi i$ jy). Anot prof. S. Sajausko, tai
skamba kaip politiné kritika visy (pirmiausia — valdovo),
sumaniusiyjy jungtis su Lenkija. Manoma, kad monetos
emisija gal¢jo bati susijusi su ryztingo unijos priesininko
Mikalojaus Radvilos Juodojo mirtimi 1565 m., su jo
priesaku i8laikyti LDK nepriklausomybe. Si kritika

buvo greitai suprasta. Lenkijos pakancleris pasipiktings
praseé valdovg uzdrausti kaldinti $ias monetas. Ir tikrai,
jau antraisiais kaldinimo metais monetos emisija skubos
tvarka buvo nutraukra.

Visiskai kitokj monetos teksto aiskinimg pateikia Lietuvos
muziejininké Dalia Grimalauskaite ir Baltarusijos
mokslininkas Ivanas Sinciukas. Jie mano, kad monetos
kaldinimg inicijavo pats karalius: ,,Prisiminkime, kad
pries$ karaliaus Zygimanto Augusto pastangas, nuo

1562 m. nukreiptas j unija, stojo LDK didikai (Radvilos,
Valavicius ir kt.) ir, vadovaujami Mikalojaus Radvilos
Juodojo, aktyviai jai priesinosi“. Bet kuriuo atveju tai
labai jdomus Lietuvos pinigy istorijos faktas, kai karalius
ir didikai savo reikalus aiskinasi per monetas.

Tam tikra visuomenés dalis buvo nepatenkinta tarpukario
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Satiric and souvenir coins

Coins that are widely spread around the world as a means
of payment and settlement are not always used according
to their immediate purpose. Money sometimes becomes
a means of satire, souvenirs acquire their form, and the
imitation of money production becomes a funny game.
From time to time, the society makes fun of both money
and other serious matters. Humoristic money has been
known for quite some time, issued by our ancestors,

the statesmen of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania. A

silver three-groat minted during the rule of Sigismund
Augustus could be mentioned as such. The obverse

of the coin depicts the Vytis, the state emblem of

the GDL, while the reverse, above the monogram of
Sigismund Augustus with the royal crown, includes a
Latin inscription “Qui habitat in coelis irridebit eos” (He
who sits in the heavens laughs at them). According to
Professor S. Sajauskas, it sounds like political criticism
of all (first of all, the ruler) who sought a union with
Poland. It is believed that the issue of the coin could be
related to the death of a determined opponent of the
union, Mikalojus Radvila the Black, in 1565, namely his
precept to retain the independence of the GDL. This
criticism was readily understood. The Deputy Chancellor
of Poland indignantly asked the ruler to prohibit the
minting of these coins. And indeed, the issue of the coin
was promptly terminated already in the second year of its
minting,.

A totally different interpretation of the text of the

coin was provided by the Lithuanian scholar Dalia
Grimalauskaité and the Byelorussian scholar Ivan
Sini¢kin. They believe that the minting of the coin

was started by the ruler himself. “Let’s remember that
the noblemen of the GDL (Radvilas, Valavicius, etc.)

rose against the efforts of King Sigismund Augustus to



Lietuvos santvarka, ta¢iau $is nepasitenkinimas viesai
nebuvo reiskiamas dél gana grieztos cenziiros, nors
kartais vienas kitas zenklas nedrasiai pasirodydavo.

Toks zenklas yra ir islikes lietuvisky monety karéjo
skulptoriaus J. Zikaro 1936 m. kurtos satyrinés monetos
projektas — piesinys ir nebaigtas gipso modelis. Jame
vaizduojama didziulé kiaule, sedinti ant uzpakaliniy kojy
priekiu j Zitirova. Ant savimi patenkintos kiaulés storo
riebaus kaklo — kaspineélis su kokarda. Mums lieka tik
spélioti, ka autorius $ia kompozicija noréjo pasakyti: gal
tai nepriklausomybés metais gerokai tgteléjusio lietuvisko

kapitalizmo simbolis, o gal skulptorius turé¢jo omenyje ir
pacia valdzia.

Nuo seny laiky jvairios institucijos ir privatls asmenys
leisdavo savus pinigus, galiojusius tik tam tikrose

ribose, paprastai leidéjo valdomoje teritorijoje. Ivairiuose
krastuose jie buvo jvairiai vadinami, pvz., Anglijoje —
tokenais, Rusijoje — bonais. Dabartinéje Lietuvos
teritorijoje tokie pinigai taip pat buvo leidZziami. 1927 m.
Klaipédoje vienos vokiec¢iy valdomos jmonés jubiliejui
buvo nukaldinti Zetonai, kuriy nominalioji verté nurodyta
litais. Panasius Zetonus, turéjusius ir perkamaja galia,
tarpukariu leido Kauno karininky ramové, taupomosios
kasos ir bankai. Okupuotame Vilniaus kraste stovéjusiy
lenky kariuomenés pulky vadovybé kaldino Zetonus, jais
kariams buvo i$mokamos algos, o $ie uz juos galédavo
nusipirkti kai kuriy prekiy jgulos parduotuveése.
Tarybiniais laikais pinigy kalyba buvo grieztai
kontroliuojama, todél jgasdinta visuomené nedrjso juokauti
sia tema. Tik pasirodzius politinio atsilimo Zenklams, kai

support the union from 1562 and actively opposed them
under the leadership of Mikalojus Radvila the Black”. In
any case, this is a very interesting fact in the history of
Lithuanian money, when the king and the noblemen solve
their matters with the help of coins.

A certain part of society was discontent with the state
system of the interwar Lithuania; however, this discontent
was not expressed publicly due to quite a strict censure,
although some signs of discontent emerged timidly.

Such a sign was also the project of a satirical coin created
in 1936 by the designer of the Lithuanian coins, the

Zygimanto Augusto trigrasis. 1566 m.

Three-groat of Sigismund Augustus, 1566

sculptor Juozas Zikaras, which includes a drawing and an
unfinished plaster model. It depicts a huge pig sitting on
its hind legs facing the spectator. There is a small ribbon
with a bow on the thick fat neck of the self-content

pig. We can only guess what the author wanted to say
with this composition: it may have been a symbol of the
Lithuanian capitalism, which strengthened significantly
during the years of independence, or the sculptor may
have had in mind the government itself.

Since the old times various institutions and private
persons issued their own money, which was valid only
within certain boundaries, usually within the territory
ruled by the issuer. It was called differently in various
countries, for example, tokens in English and bons in
Russia. Such kind of money was issued in the current
territory of Lithuania as well. In 1927, tokens, which had
their denomination indicated in litas, were minted for

the anniversary of one company in Klaipéda owned by Dail. J. Zikaro satyrinés monetos projekras

Germans. During the inter-war period, similar tokens Design of a satiric coin by J. Zikaras
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Lenky kariuomenés dalinio Naujojoje Vilnioje
tokenas. LNM

Token of the Polish army regiment located in
Naujoji Vilnia. LNM

Kauno karininky ramovés tokenas. LNM

Token of Kaunas Officers’ Club. LNM

kuriuose tuo metu vykusiuose renginiuose isleidziami jiems
skirti pinigai, vieniems — banknotai, kitiems — monetos.
Stai 1987 m. tuomet dar Kapsuku vadinta Marijampolé
$venté miesto jkarimo 320-gsias metines. Ta proga
nukaldintos ,,1/2 kap“ monetos, jy autorius — Juozas
Davainis. Vienoje puséje vaizduojamas gzuolo lapy ir varpy
vainikas (aiski uzuomina j LTSR herbg), centre — dideli
nominalo skaiciai. Kitoje puséje vaizduojamas stilizuotas,
uodegg placiai iSskleides kalakutas — vel uzuomina j
turtingg zemdirbiy krasta Suvalkija. Nominalo pavadinimo
trumpinys ,kap“ irgi turi daug reik$miy, tai ir uzuomina j
tuo metu kursavusias kapeikas, ir j miesto pavadinima, ir
Lietuvos etnine grupe — kapsus.

Vienas i$ ryskiausiy Atgimimo zenkly — 1989 m. Lietuvos
varda pasaulyje garsinusi jachty kelioné per Atlanta.

Tarp zygyje dalyvavusiy trijy laivy buvo ir Lietuvos
dailininky sajungos jachta ,Dailé“. Jos jgula sumané
pasigaminti pinigus ,litus—dolerius®, kurie kursuoty

kaip suvenyrai ir Lietuvoje, ir JAV. Abiejose monetos
pusése pavaizduoti $iy $aliy herbai, vienoje — Vytis ir
lietuviskas uzrasas ,jachtos. dailé. bankas. SEPTYNI
LITAIY, kitoje — JAV herbo fragmentas erelis su anglisku
uzrasu ,,the bank of s/y daile. SEVEN DOLLARS®
Monetos autorius — jachtos kapitono padéjejas, zinomas
dailininkas vitrazistas Algirdas Dovydénas pasakoja, kad
200 vienety monety buvo pagaminta Kapsuko gamykloje
pagal jo piesinj. Dalis monety i$dalyta jgulos nariams
kaip ,kiSenpinigiai“ — suvenyrai, o kita dalis isleista
organizacinéms reikméms, atsidékojant réméjams bei
globéjams Lietuvoje ir Amerikoje.

Kaip ir daugelyje kultaros sri¢iy, nemaza indelj

stiprinant vadinamaja suvenyring valiutg jnesé ir JAV
lietuviai. éikagos Balzeko lietuviy kultiiros muziejus,
paminédamas S. Dariaus ir S. Giréno skrydzio per
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that had purchasing power were issued by Kaunas
Officers’ Club, savings societies, and banks. The
commanders of the Polish army regiments located in the
occupied Vilnius region minted tokens, which were used
for the payment of salaries to soldiers, who could use
them for purchasing certain goods in the garrison shops.
During the Soviet times, the minting of coins was strictly
controlled; therefore, the intimidated public did not dare
making jokes on this subject. Only after the signs of a
political warm-up appeared, in certain events of the time
money (sometimes banknotes, and sometimes coins) for
commemorating these events was issued. For example,
Marijampolé, which was then called Kapsukas, celebrated
the 320th anniversary of the foundation of the city in
1987. “1/2 kap” coins the author of which was Juozas
Davainis were minted for this purpose. One side of them
depicts a wreath of oak leaves and bells (a clear hint to the
state symbol of the Lithuanian Soviet Socialist Republic),
while the centre of it bears large oversize denomination
numbers. The other side carries a stylised turkey with

a tail widely stretched out, again a clear allusion to the
rich farming region of Suvalkija. The abbreviation of the
name of the denomination “kap” is also ambiguous: it is a
hint to both the copecks then in circulation and the name
of the city and the ethnical group of Lithuanians, kapsai.
One of the most prominent signs of the revival was the
yacht trip across the Atlantic in 1989 that made the name
of Lithuania known to the world. Among the three yachts
participating in the trip was a yacht of the Lithuanian
Artists’ Association, called Dailé. Its crew decided to
produce money called “litas—dollar” that would circulate
as souvenirs both in Lithuania and in the USA. Both sides
of the coin carry the state emblems of these countries.
One side includes the Vytis and a Lithuanian inscription



Cikagos Balzeko lietuviy kultiiros muziejaus suvenyriné moneta. LNM

Souvenir coin of Balzekas Museum of Lithuanian Culture in Chicago. LNM

,Dailés” jachtos suvenyriné moneta. Dail. A. Dovydénas. LNM

Souvenir coin of the yacht Dailé. A. Dovydénas. LNM

Kapsuko miesto suvenyriné moneta. Dail. K. BariSauskas

Souvenir coin of the town of Kapsukas. K. Bari$auskas



Dail. E. Varno suvenyrinés stotinkos. LNM

Souvenir coins “stotinka” by E. Varnas. LNM

Moliné Kaziuko mugés moneta. LNM

Clay coin of Kaziukas Fair. LNM

Atlantg 50-metj, isleido suvenyrine 10 lity moneta.
Piesiniai ir tekstai atspausdinti ant i§ faneros i$pjaustyty
apskritimy, vienoje puséje skrendancia ,, Lituanicg® supa
angliskas tekstas, kitoje laktiny portretus — lietuviskas.
Idomig suvenyriniy monety serijg sukare zinomas
skulptorius Erikas Varnas (1924-1991 m.). Dailininko
karyboje svarbig vieta uzémeé medalistika ir jumoristiniai
piesiniai, o $iy dailés Zanry sankirtoje visai neatsitiktinai
gimé jumoristiniy monety serija — garsiajam Gabrovo
humoro festivaliui Bulgarijoje skirti suvenyriniai pinigai
interstotinkos®. Lietuvos nacionalinis muziejus saugo
keturias $ios serijos monetas, sukurtas 1985 m., 1987 m.,
1989 m. ir 1991 m. Jy visy kompozicija skirtinga, nors
kai kurie motyvai, pvz., besijuokiantis Zemes pusrutulis
su katino ausimis — aliuzija j Gabrovo festivalio emblemg,
kartojasi. Visi siuzetai komponuojami centre, juos

supa ilgos legendos bulgary kalba. Vienoje monetoje —
dailininko autoportretas profiliu, kitoje — sudétinga scena
i§ Aristofano komedijos , Lisistrata®. Komedijos heroje,
pakelusi rankas, sulaiko i§ dviejy pusiy puolanciy graiky
kariy ietis. Galima sakyti, kad visa, kg sukaré E. Varnas,
pazymeéta taikos pasaulyje iSsaugojimo zZenklu.
Pastaraisiais metais ypa¢ populiari tapo Kaziuko

muge. Pradeéta rengti tarybiniais metais ir tik nedrasiai
propaguota, dabar darosi vis garsesné. Anksciau joje
dalyvaudavo tik Vilniaus ir artimiausiy apylinkiy
amatininkai, o dabar suvaziuoja tautodailininkai ir
dailininkai ne tik i$ tolimiausiy Lietuvos kampeliy,

bet ir i§ kaimyniniy valstybiy. Ko gero, pirmosios
Kaziuko monetos pasirodé 1994 m. Tada jas i§ degto
molio ,nukalé nezinomas autorius. Jy kompozicijoje
vyrauja istoriniai motyvai. Monetos centre jkomponuota
nominalo skaitmenj 1 vainikuoja LDK kartina. Kitoje
puséje — ta pati kariina ant didelio heraldinio skydo,
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“jachtos. dailé. bankas. SEPTYNI LITAI”, while the
other side carries a fragment of the state emblem of the
USA, the eagle, with an English inscription “the bank of
sly daile. SEVEN DOLLARS”. The author of the coin,
the assistant captain of the yacht and a famous stained-
glass artist Algirdas Dovydénas, says that 200 pieces of
this coin were made in a Kapsukas factory according to
his drawing. Some coins were distributed to the members
of the crew as “pocket-money” souvenirs and the rest
were spent for organisational needs as an expression

of gratitude to sponsors and patrons in Lithuania and
America.

As in most other areas of culture, a significant
contribution to the strengthening of the so-called
souvenir currency was made by American Lithuanians.
Balzekas Museum of Lithuanian Culture in Chicago
issued a souvenir 10 litas coin commemorating the 50th
anniversary of the flight across the Atlantic by Steponas
Darius and Stasys Girénas. Drawings and texts were
printed on circles cut out of veneer; on one side, the flying
plane Lituanica is surrounded by an English text, on the
other side, the portraits of the pilots are surrounded by a
Lithuanian text.

An interesting series of souvenir coins was created by

the famous sculptor Erikas Varnas (1924-1991). Medal-
making and humorous drawings took an important
place in the creative work of the artist, and the birth

of the series of humoristic coins — souvenir money
“interstotinka” dedicated to the famous Gabrovo humour
festival in Bulgaria — at the intersection of these art genres
was not accidental. The National Museum of Lithuania
holds four coins of this series created in 1985, 1987,

1989 and 1991. The composition of them all is different,
although certain motifs such as the laughing half-globe



padalyto, kaip ir Vytauto DidZiojo majestotiniame
antspaude, j keturias dalis. Jose isdéstyti stilizuotas
valstybés herbas Vytis, $iuolaikinis besiSypsantis
Kazimieras, sparnuotas angelas su medeliu ir Vilniaus
miesto herbas su $v. Kristoforu.

Juvelyro Kazimiero Bari$ausko sukurtos monetos ,kaziai“
zinomos nuo 1999 m. Pirmaisiais metais buvo pagaminta
1 ,kazio“ nominalo moneta, kitais — 2, 3 ,kaziy“ ir t. t.,
taigi nominalas didéja iSleidziant kiekvieng nauja laida.
K. BariSausko sukurtos jumoristinés suvenyrinés

monetos buvo gaminamos Kauno miesto §ventei, minint
Marijampolés krastotyros muziejaus 70-metj, o0 2003 m.
$venciant Sio miesto diena, isleisti ,,siidonai“. Abi monetas
sieja bendra vieny pusiy kompozicija, kurioje nominalo
skaitmuo 1 jrémintas j simetriska dviejy 3zuolo Sakeliy
vainika, o monety antry pusiy kompozicija skirtinga.
Krastotyros muziejui skirtoje monetoje vaizduojama
liaudies mene daznai sutinkama $esiakampé segmentine
zvaigzdute, o Marijampolei skirtoje suvenyrinéje
monetoje — §v. Jurgis, kovojantis su slibinu (miesto herbo
motyvas). Sv. Jurgio ant Zirgo siluetas taskas j taska
atitinka tarpukariu labai populiary vadinamajj gotikinj
Vytj, taigi — linksma uZuomina j i$skirting Marijampolés
svarba, net jos sutapatinima su Lietuvos valstybe.
Didziules Zmoniy minias sutraukia Kauno miesto dienos
renginiai, Traky istorijos ir Kernavés archeologijos dienos.
Siy renginiy dalyviai ir lankytojai tarp kity i§ istorinés
uzmarsties prikelty dalyky gali akivaizdziai pamatyti
veikian¢ia viduramziy pinigy kalykla ir patys nusikalti
moneta. Etalonus ir kaldinimo jrankius renginiams gamino
K. BariSauskas, o Kernavés archeologijos dienoms — dar

ir tautodailininkas Saulius Kvietka. K. Barigauskas
pasakoja, kad per 2-3 dieny $ventg Zmonés nusikala ir kaip
suvenyrus i$sivezioja po visg Lietuva iki tikstan¢io monety.

of the Earth with the ears of a cat, an allusion to the

Griito parko suvenyriné moneta. LNM

Souvenir coin of Griitas Park. LNM

emblem of the Gabrovo festival, repeatedly appear. All
subjects are centred and surrounded by long legends in
Bulgarian. One coin carries a self-portrait of the artist in
profile, while another one depicts a complex scene from
the comedy by Aristophanes Lisistrata. With her hands
raised, the hero of the comedy holds back the pikes of the
Greek warriors attacking from both sides. It may be said
that everything created by Erikas Varnas is marked by the
sign of preserving peace in the world.

In recent years, the Kaziukas Fair became especially
popular. The fair, which was started in the Soviet years
and was advertised only modestly, has recently become
increasingly famous. Earlier, only handicraftsmen

from Vilnius and the nearest regions participated in it,
while now folk and other artists come not only from

the most distant regions of Lithuania but also from

the neighbouring countries. The first Kaziukas coins
probably appeared in 1994. Then they were “minted”
from hardened clay by an unknown author. Historical
motifs prevail in their composition. The denomination
numeral 1 in the centre of the coin is surrounded by the
crown of the GDL. The other side depicts the same crown
on a large heraldic shield, which is divided into four parts
as in the sovereign seal of Vytautas Magnus. The parts
include a stylized state emblem Vytis, a modern smiling
Kazimieras, a winged angel with a small tree and the city
emblem of Vilnius with St Christopher.

The coins called Kazys created by the jeweller Kazimieras
Barisauskas have been known since 1999. In the first year,
the coin with the denomination of 1 “kazys” was made,
while in the subsequent years it was followed by the coins
with denominations of 2 “kazys”, 3 “kazys”, etc., i.e. the
denomination increased with each new issue.
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Ivairiy mety Kaziuko mugiy K. Barifausko , kaziai®

K. BariSauskas “kazys” coins of Kaziukas Fair of different issues



Idomius pinigus sugalvojo jau keleri metai Nidoje
vykstancio pramoginés muzikos festivalio rengéjai.
1994 m. jie i8leido stiklinius pinigelius ir juos pavadino
»ikrais“. Keliy nominaly jvairiy dydziy ir spalvy
stikliniais rutuliukais, supiltais j drobinius maiselius,
buvo i$mokami dienpinigiai atlikéjams. Uz juos buvo
galima pirkti gérimus ir maistg kavinéje. Anot Lietuvos
nacionalinio muziejaus Numizmatikos skyriaus vedéjos
D. Grimalauskaités, ,ikrai“ buvo ne$iojami specialiai
pasitituose drobiniuose maiseliuose ant kaklo. Maiselj
puosé festivalio emblema — ungurys, tad piniginiu vienetu
ir buvo pasirinktas ikras. Zetonai buvo trijy nominaly:
1 lito vertés baltieji ikrai (balto stiklo, 10-11 mm
skersmens), 3 lity vertés raudonieji ikrai (geltonai rudo
stiklo, 15-16 mm), 5 lity vertés juodieji ikrai (tamsaus
stiklo, 18-21 mm). Jie pagaminti Kauno ,,Aleksoto®
stiklo fabrike rankomis kiekvieno nominalo po tikstantj.
Grazia tradicija garséja Vilniaus universiteto Fizikos
fakulteto studenty organizuojama $vente su milzinisku
Vilniaus gatvémis $liauziojanciu dinozauru, ieSkanciu
jauny filologiy, kuriomis jis ,maitinasi®. Atgavus
nepriklausomybe¢ renginio tradicijos praturtéjo ir savais

Kazimieras BariSauskas also produced similar coins

for the Kaunas city festival, to the 70th anniversary

of Marijampolé Ethnographic Museum, and in 2003
“stidonas” were issued for the celebration of Marijampolé
festival. Both coins are linked by the common
composition of one side, where the denomination numeral
1 is framed by the crown of two oak twigs, while the
composition of the second sides of the coins differs.

The coin made for the anniversary of the Ethnographic
Museum depicts a small hexagonal segmented star
frequently used in folk art, while the souvenir coin
produced for the anniversary of Marijampole shows

St George fighting a dragon (a motif of the city emblem).
The silhouette of St George on a horse corresponds very
closely to the so-called Gothic Vytis, which was very

popular in the interwar period, so it is a funny hint to the

Kaziuko muges lankytojai kala , kazius®

exceptional importance of Marijampolé, even its equation

The visitors of the Kaziukas Fair are minting the
“kazys” coins

with the state of Lithuania.
The events of Kaunas city festival, Trakai history day and
Kernavé archaeology day attract large crowds of people.
Among other things brought back to life from historical
oblivion, participants and visitors of these events may see
an operating medieval mint and mint coins themselves.
The samples and the minting tools for the events were
produced by Kazimieras Barisauskas, and for the Kernavé
archaeology days also by the folk artist
Saulius Kvietka. Kazimieras BariSauskas

- '_ W says that during the festival, which
\‘f__{i ; takes place for 2 to 3 days, people

mint and take away up to one

gE L T

thousand coins to all over Lithuania.

Nidos pramoginés muzikos festivalio pinigai
Hikrai“. LNM

Money of the pop music festival in Nida called
“caviar”. LNM
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Fiziky dienos ,fidai“ ir jy kaldinimo Stampas.
Dail. J. Balkeviciene

“Fidas” coins of the Physicists’ Day and striking
die by J. Balkevic¢iené

pinigais ,fidais®, jy pavadinimas kiles i§ oficialaus $ventes
pavadinimo trumpinio FIDI (Fiziky diena). Monetos
reverse vaizduojamas didelis nominalo skaitmuo 1 ir

apie jj apsivyniojes dinozauras, o averse — ty $venciy
pradininko V. Maciulio portretas. Monetg profesionaliai
sukomponavo ir nulipdé skulptoré Jolanta Raupelyte-
Balkeviciene, o nukalé tuomet jau jsikairusi Lietuvos
monety kalykla. Pazymétina, kad tai buvo pirmas Sios
imoneés gaminys. Apie ,fido jvedimg j apyvartg paskelbta
tuomet labai populiariame laikrastyje , Atgimimas®:
,»Ry$ium su Fizlende iki $iol naudoty piniginiy vienety
nestabilumu ir nepatikimumu bei siekiant jvesti tvarka
atsiskaitymuose valstybéje, nustatyti: 1. Nuo 1993 m.
balandzio 3 d. 10 val. Fizlendo respublika isvedama is
popierinio zvéryno zonos (uzuomina j tada Lietuvoje
kursavusius talonus, kuriy vieng pus¢ puosé zvériy ir
pauks¢iy piesiniai — aut.), jvedant nuosav piniginj
vieneta — fida"“.

Renginio metu lietuviski talonai buvo kei¢iami j ,,fidus®
keturiuose Fiziky dienos ,,Centrinio banko keitimo
punktuose® ir jy kursas svyravo nuo 105 iki 115 talony
uz 1 ,fida" Uz jj galéjai nusipirkti skarding alaus, uz 2
Hfidus® — specialiai $ventei isleista FIDI poezijos knygele.
Po ilgy gincy, nepaisant dalies visuomeneés
pasiprie$inimo, Griito parkas, eksponuojantis tarybinio
gyvenimo ir propagandos reliktus, vis délto buvo jkurtas,
gyvuoja ir populiaréja. Pelkétas miskelis tapo turizmo
objektu. Ji lanko ir tarybinés tikrovés nepazings jaunimas,
ir su nostalgija ar ironija prisimenantis savo jaunystes
metus senimas, ir smalstis uzsienieciai, norintys pagaliau
issiaiskinti, kas ten slépesi uz gelezinés uzdangos.
[$samiam to gyvenimo vaizdui triko tik parko pinigy.
Tuo pasirtpino S. Kvietka, sukiirgs parkui monetas, kaip
i§ akies trauktas panasias j tarybinj jubiliejinj rublj.

1993 m. atkurtas litas pasirodé nuoseklus tvirto
tarpukario lito tradicijy tgséjas. Vos pasirodgs, jis
pazabojo taip zmones gasdinusia infliacija, masy

pilie¢iy kiseniy nepleésia pluostai dideliy banknoty ar
saujos sunkiy monety. Litas uzdirbamas nelengvai,
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Interesting money was invented by the organizers of the
pop music festival that has been held in Nida for several
recent years. In 1994, they issued glass money and called
it “caviar”. Pocket-money for musicians was paid using
several denominations of glass beads of various sizes

and colours packed in linen bags. They could be used

to buy food and beverages in a café. According to Dalia
Grimalauskaité, Head of the Numismatics Division of
the National Museum of Lithuania, “caviar” was carried
on the neck in linen bags made for the purpose. The

bags were decorated with the emblem of the festival, a
fish, therefore, caviar was chosen as the monetary unit.
The units had three denominations: White Caviar with
the value of 1 litas (made of white glass, diameter 1011
millimetres), Red Caviar with the value of 3 litas (made
of yellowish brown glass, diameter 15-16 millimetres),
and Black Caviar with the value of 5 litas (dark glass,
diameter 18-21 millimetres). One thousand pieces of
each denomination were produced manually in Kaunas
glass factory Aleksotas.

The festival organised by the students of the Physics
Faculty of Vilnius University is famous for its beautiful
traditions when a giant dragon crawls through the streets of
Vilnius seeking for young philologists, which it “feeds on”.
After the restoration of independence, the traditions of the
event were also enriched with the money of the event called
“fidas”, the name of which descended from the official
abbreviation of the name of the festival, FIDI (Physicists’
Day). The reverse of the coin depicts a large denomination
numeral 1 and a dinosaur twined round it, while the
obverse carries the portrait of the initiator of these festivals,
Vitas Maciulis. The coin was professionally composed and
modelled by the sculptor Jolanta Raupelyte-Balkeviciené
and was minted at the Lithuanian Mint, which was already
in operation at the time. It has to be noted that this was the
first product of the company. The introduction of “fidas”
was announced in the Asgimimas weekly, which was very
popular at that time: “In connection with the instability
and unreliability of the currency unit used up to now in



todél isleidziamas galvojant ir skaic¢iuojant. Nepaisant
ekonominiy nepritekliy, zmonés myli lita, juo didziuojasi
ir visi$kai uzmirso i$vyta rublj. Dabar vél su neramumu ir
viltimi jie laukia euro, bet ir apgailestauja, kad netrukus
nebeturés savos nacionalinés valiutos. Tuomet tikriausiai
dar labiau jausime butinybe kaldinti savus pinigus, jei ne
tikrus, tai bent suvenyrinius.

Physland and to introduce order in the settlements in the
country, it shall be established: (1) As from 3 April 1993,
10 a.m. the Republic of Physland shall be withdrawn

from the area of the paper zoo [a hint to talonas then in
circulation in Lithuania, one side of which was decorated
with drawings of animals and birds] and its own currency
unit, “fidas”, shall be introduced”.

During the event, the Lithuanian talonas was exchanged
into “fidas” in four “Currency exchange offices of the
central bank” of the Physicists’ Day and its exchange rate
fluctuated between 105 to 115 talonas for 1 “fidas”. One
could buy a can of beer for 1 “fidas” and the FIDI poetry
book specially published for the festival for 2 “fidas”.

After prolonged arguments, despite opposition from

part of the society, Griitas Park, which exhibits the relics
of the Soviet life and propaganda, was established and

has been highly popular. A marshy forest became an

object of tourism. It is visited both by the youth who

did not experience the Soviet reality, the elderly people
remembering their young years with nostalgia and irony,
and curious foreigners who wish to find out ultimately
what was concealed behind the iron curtain. Only money
of the park was still missing for providing a comprehensive
image of the life at that time. Saulius Kvietka took care of
this by creating coins for the park, which looked exactly
like the Soviet anniversary rouble.

The litas reintroduced in 1993 proved to be a consistent
continuation of the traditions of the stable interwar litas. As
soon as it appeared, it inflation, which was so frightening
to the people, went down and the pockets of our citizens
are not longer torn by wads of large banknotes or lots of
small coins. The litas is not easy to earn, therefore spending
it is a matter of consideration. Despite economic shortages,
people love litas, are proud of it and have fully forgotten the
expelled rouble. At present, they are awaiting the euro with
anxiety and hope but they also regret that soon they will
lose their national currency. Then we will probably feel an
even more urgent need to mint our own money, if not real,
then at least souvenir coins.
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Modern coins

Kernavés archeologijos dieny suvenyriné moneta,
2005 m.

Coin of Kernavé archacology days, 2005



