Sporto pasaulis

Sporto tema — viena i§ populiariausiy monety kalyboje.
Tai, aiSku, lemia sporto populiarumas visuomengje,
sportiniy jvykiy pasaulyje gausa, Zmoniy doméjimasis
paciomis sporto zvaigzdeémis, jy rezultatais ir privaciu
gyvenimu. Sj susidoméjima skatina nuolatinis
ziniasklaidos démesys sporto varzyboms. Prisiminkime,
kokia euforija kilo Lietuvos krepsinio rinktinei laiméjus
Europos ¢empiony medalius ar Virgilijui Aleknai

iskovojus aukso medalius Sidnéjaus ir Atény olimpiadose.

Ar galima jsivaizduoti, kad kultarininkas — muzikantas,
radytojas ar mokslininkas, — laiméjes panasaus lygio
prestizinj Zemyno ar planetos apdovanojima, su tokiu
entuziazmu biity sutinkamas visy visuomenés sluoksniy.
Grazaus jauno zmogaus kiino verzlus judesys — palanki
medziaga meninei kompozicijai. Tuo dazniausiai ir
naudojasi dailininkai kurdami monetas. Tokie motyvai
kaip sporto rusiy gausa, begalé judesio niuansy,

kano traktuotés subtilumai visuomet teikia daugybe
galimybiy. Lietuvoje taip pat jau turime keletag monety
sporto tema, o viena i§ jy yra sulaukusi ir auksciausio
jvertinimo Meniskiausios pasaulio monetos konkurse.
Taciau pirma kolekciné Lietuvos banko moneta sporto
tema nepavyko: 1994 m. jvykusiai Lilehamerio Ziemos
olimpiadai moneta sukurti mégino du autoriai L.
Pivoritinas ir P. Gintalas, jie ¢jo labai skirtingais keliais,
bet nesékmeé istiko abu — moneta nebuvo ileista.

Iki schemos stilizuotas L. Pivoritino slidininkas
atsiremia j kairjjj monetos krasta uz saves palikdamas
tik ekspresyvia faktira. Sportininko rankos, kojos,
slidZiy lazdos dalj reverso plokstumos sudalija j ritmiskai
iSsidésciusias erdves. Iraiskinga placiy mosty ir zingsniy
figira, astri jos plastika neramiame fone atrodo jdomiai,
pabreézia sporto temai charakteringg verzluma. Islikes

L. Pivoritino nulipdytas gipsinis modelis rodo, kad

World of sport

Sport is one of the most popular subjects in coinage. That,
of course, is mainly due to the popularity of sport among the
public, numerous sporting events in the world, and a public
interest in sport stars themselves, their achievements and
private life. This interest is encouraged by constant attention
of the media to sporting events. We could remember the
euphoria that arose when our national basketball team won
the European Basketball Championship or when Virgilijus
Alekna won Olympic gold in Sydney and Athens. It is hard
to imagine that a man of culture, be it a musician, writer

or scientist, would be met with the same enthusiasm by all
the layers of the society after receiving a similar prestigious
award.

The thrusting motion of a good-looking young human
body provides good material for an artistic composition

and is frequently used by coin designers. Moreover, coin
designers may always use the potential provided by the large
number of sports, dozens of motion nuances, subtleties

of the approach to the body. The Bank of Lithuania has
already issued several commemorative coins on the subject of
sport. One of them even won the Most Artistic Coin of the
Year award. However, the first commemorative coin on the
subject of sport failed. Leonas Pivoritinas and Petras Gintalas
both undertook the design of the coin dedicated to the

1994 Winter Olympic Games in Lillehammer. And, while
they each chose a different approach, both works were not
successful and the coin was not issued.

The skier of Pivoritinas is stylized to the level of a scheme.
He rests on the left side of the coin leaving only rich texture
behind him. An expressive figure featuring sweeping gestures
and wide steps, and its sharp plasticity look interesting on

an uneven background and emphasize the thrust that is
characteristic of the subject of sport. The plaster model
produced by Pivoritinas suggests that the composition was
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Dail. L. Pivoritinas. Monetos gipso modelis. LBM
Plaster model of the coin by L. Pivoritinas. LBM

Dail. P. Gintalas. 50 lity moneta, skirta 1994 m.
olimpinéms ziemos zaidynéms. Gipso modeliai.

LBM

Plaster models of 50 litas coin dedicated to the
1994 Winter Olympic Games. P. Gintalas. LBM



kompozicija jau buvo baigiama, tadiau autorius darba
meté. Buvo kreiptasi j kita skulptoriy — P. Gintala,
tadiau ir jo projektas nebuvo jgyvendintas, nukaldinti tik
bandomieji egzemplioriai. P. Gintalas reverse vaizduoja
du slidininkus. Jy figtiros nulipdytos ir sukomponuotos
nataralisti$kai — i$ryskinti sportininky raumenys

ir sanariai. Paciy slidininky plastika primityvi, o
horizontaliy linijy pluostas, turéjes reiksti sportininky
bario slides, lyg pabyra nebaigtu reljefu po jy kojomis.

almost finished when the author gave up his work. Then
the Bank of Lithuania addressed another sculptor, Petras
Gintalas. His design was not implemented either, and only
pattern coins were minted. Gintalas portrayed two skiers

on the reverse. Their figures were designed and modelled
naturalistically: the sculptor highlighted their muscles and
joints. The plasticity of the skiers is primitive; a bunch of
horizontal lines that had to symbolize the skis were spread as
an incomplete relief under their legs.

Zinoma Lietuvos slidininké V. Venciené. A. Pliadzio nuotr.

Well-known Lithuanian skier V. Venciené. Photograph by A. Pliadis
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Pirma Lietuvos banko kolekciné 10 lity vario ir
nikelio lydinio moneta sporto tema nukaldinta ir
isleista j apyvartg 1995 m. minint penktasias Pasaulio
lietuviy sporto Zaidynes. Jg karé du dailininkai: reversg
sukomponavo skulptorius G. Karalius, o kitai pusei
pritaikyta Siek tiek anksc¢iau dailininko P. Gintalo
nulipdyta Pasaulio lietuviy dainy $ventés monetos averso
kompozicija.

1938 m. Lietuvoje surengta Pirmoji tautiné lietuviy
olimpiada, taciau prasidéjes Antrasis pasaulinis karas

ir okupacija neleido susiklostyti tautiniy olimpiady

The Bank of Lithuania issued the first commemorative
coin on the subject of sport in 1995 to mark the 5th
World Lithuanians Sport Games. A 10 litas coin of the
alloy of copper and nickel was designed by two artists: the
sculptor Gediminas Karalius designed its reverse, whereas
the composition that Petras Gintalas earlier designed

for the obverse of the coin dedicated to the World
Lithuanians Song Festival was adapted to the

obverse of the coin.

In 1938, Lithuania organized its first National Olympic
Games. They did not develop into a tradition due to

tradicijai. Okupuotoje Lietuvoje vyko savas sportinis
gyvenimas, o i§ jos pasitraukusi tautos dalis gyveno

savaji — ten 1978 m. Toronte organizuotos pirmosios
Pasaulio lietuviy sporto Zaidynés. Bendros Lietuvos ir
iSeivijos sportininky varzybos surengtos Lietuvai atgavus
valstybinguma. | jas suvaziavo tukstandiai lietuviy is

viso pasaulio. Daugelis jy pirma karta pamateé tik is
pasakojimy pazjstama tévyng, apkabino gimines, géréjosi
jos gamta ir miestais. Nukaldintg tai progai skirta moneta
kaip suvenyra i$sivezé daugelis dalyviy ir svediy.

Sios #aidynés — ne tik sporto varzybos, tai ir dviejy karo
audry i$skirty tautos daliy suartéjimas, susitelkimas
bendram darbui. Skulptorius G. Karalius surado
prasmingus komponentus $iai sudétingai id¢jai

iSreiksti — sportininko su fakelu figtira, sujungianti

dvi Zemeés pusrutulio dalis. Kompozicija papildo
Pasaulio lietuviy sporto zaidyniy emblema — stilizuoti
Gediminaiciy stulpai su dviem sugretintais olimpiniais
ziedais. Moneta labai aiski, lengvai suprantama. Ploks¢ia

World War II and the ensuing occupation. A part of the
nation that had fled the country led its own sporting

life separately from the occupied Lithuania and in 1978
organized the first World Lithuanians Sport Games in
Toronto. A joint competition of the athletes of Lithuanian
descent was organized after Lithuania restored its
statehood. The event attracted thousands of Lithuanians
from all around the world. Many of them knew their
homeland only by word of mouth and for the first time
saw Lithuania, embraced their relatives, and admired its
nature and cities. Many participants and guests brought
home the coin issued on this occasion as a souvenir.
These games were not only a sport competition, but also

a reconcilement of two parts of the nation separated

by the war, a gathering for joint action. To express this
complicated idea, the sculptor Gediminas Karalius found
meaningful elements — an athlete with a torch connecting
two sides of the hemisphere. The coin is very clear and easy

to understand. A flat graphics of a divided hemisphere is

Modern coins
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10 lity moneta, isleista penkeyjy Pasaulio lietuviy
sporto zaidyniy proga. Dail. G. Karalius ir

P. Gintalas, 1995 m. Briaunoje uzraas: Lictuviais
esame mes gime. Vario ir nikelio lydinys

10 litas coin issued to commemorate the 5th
World Lithuanians Sport Games. G. Karalius
and P. Gintalas. Inscription on the edge:
Lietuviais esame mes gime¢ (We Have Been Born

Lithuanians). Alloy of copper and nickel, 1995



pusrutulio daliy grafika pagyvina turtinga bégancio
sportininko figtiros plastika. Monetos kompozicija
formuojancios kelios struktiiros neuzgozia viena kitos, o
tartum padeda kiekvienai isrysketi, atlikti jai skirtg role.
Be isblaskanciy démesj tuséiy viety istisiné teksto juosta
tartum rémas apgaubia visus komponentus ir

suteikia baigtumo jspudj.

..l [ ™ 4:!

invigorated by the rich plasticity of the running athlete.
The composition is formed of several structures that do
not overshadow each other but seem to contribute in
making each other noticeable and helping to perform the
roles assigned to them. With no empty spaces that distract
attention, the continuous line of text seems to frame all
components and creates an impression of completeness.

Ketvirtyjy pasaulio lietuviy sporto zaidyniy atidarymo eisena Kaune, 1991 m. E. Onaiéio nuotr.

4th World Lithuanians Sport Games opening procession in Kaunas, 1991. Photograph by E. Onaitis
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Nuo VIII a. pr. Kr. Graikijoje vykusios sportinés
varzybos buvo atgaivintos XIX a. pabaigoje ir tapo
didZiausiu ir svarbiausiu jvykiu visame pasaulyje.
Olimpinése zaidynése dalyvauja pajégiausi viso pasaulio
sportininkai, o nuo 1924 m. tarpukariu jose dalyvavo

ir lietuviai. Atgavusi nepriklausomybe Lietuva sugrizo |
olimpinj judéjimg — 1992 m. pasiunté savo delegacija
Barselong.

Kas ketveri metai vykstantis renginys paprastai sulaukia
didelio viso pasaulio visuomenés susidoméjimo ir viena is
démesio formy — ta proga daugelio $aliy centriniy banky

isleidziamos kolekcinés monetos. Lietuvos bankas pirma
kartg tokig 50 lity sidabro monetg isleido paminédamas
XXVTI olimpines Zaidynes Atlantoje.

Monetos reverse nutarta vaizduoti Lietuvoje labai
populiarius krepsininkus. Jau nuo trec¢iojo praéjusio
amziaus deSimtmecio garsiojo lakiino S. Dariaus pradétas
populiarinti Zaidimas tapo mégstamas lietuviy jaunimo,
o kai 1937 m. ir 1939 m. Lietuvos rinktiné net du kartus
i§ eiles tapo Europos ¢empionais, susizavéjimas krepsiniu
dar labiau padidéjo. Jis isliko gyvas per visus okupacijos
metus ir buvo tapes savotiska pasipriesinimo forma.
Lietuvos komandos pergalé prie§ tuomet stipriausia
Centrinio tarybinés armijos sporto klubo komanda

ar iSkovoti TSRS ¢empiony vardai Lietuvos Zmoniy
buvo laikoma pergale pries rezima. Sporto imperijos
krep$inio rinktinés branduolys dazniausiai badavo
komplektuojamas i lietuviy zaidéjy ir jos laiméjimai
pasaulyje — misy sportininky nuopelnas, kaip kad buvo
Seulo olimpiadoje. Sporto pasaulyje aukstai vertinama

The Olympic Games that started in the 8th century BC
in Greece were revived at the end of the 19th century and
became the largest and most important event in the world.
Only the most powerful athletes from all around the world
participate in the Olympic Games. Since their debut in
1924, Lithuanians participated in the Olympic Games
during the interwar period. After Lithuania regained

its independence, it again was involved in the Olympic
movement and sent its delegation to Barcelona in 1992.
The event that takes place every four years usually
receives much attention around the world. One of the

forms of such attention is commemorative coins issued by
national central banks on such occasions. The first such
50 litas silver coin was issued by the Bank of Lithuania to
mark the XXVI Olympic Games in Atlanta.

The reverse of the coin was set to feature basketball players
that were so popular in Lithuania. The game that the
famous pilot Steponas Girénas started promoting back

in the 1920s became very popular among the Lithuanian
youth. The interest in basketball increased even more

after the national basketball team won the European
Championship twice in 1937 and 1939. It remained alive
during all the years of the occupation and became a certain
form of resistance. When our national basketball team won
the title of the USSR champions, the Lithuanians regarded
this victory against the strongest team of the Central Army
Sport Club as a victory against the regime. As the kernel of
the basketball team of the sport empire was usually formed
of the Lithuanian players, its victories were the result of
the contribution of our sportsmen, as had happened in
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50 lity moneta, skirta XXVT olimpinéms
zaidynéms Atlantoje paminéti. Dail.

G. Paulauskis, 1996 m. Briaunoje uzrasas: citius
altius fortius. Sidabras

50 litas coin issued to mark the XX VI Olympic
Games in Atlanta. G. Paulauskis. Inscription on
the edge: citius altius fortius. Silver, 1996



Lietuvos krepsininkai. EPA-ELTA
Lithuanian basketball players. EPA-ELTA



Lietuvos krepsinio mokykla stipriai laikosi savo pozicijy.
Ta rodo ir pastaruoju metu iskovoti Europos ¢empiony
laurai.

Su kamuoliu rankose besiverziantis pirmyn krepsininkas
ir meéginantis jam sutrukdyti priesininkas, jy abiejy |
monetos centrg nukreiptas judesys — pagrindinis monetos
reverso motyvas. Skulptorius G. Paulauskis meistriskai
supina sportininkus j i$raiskinga, ritmiskai per visg
apskritima is$sidésciusj ornaments. Jy aukstyn iskeltos
rankos, kovos azarte persipynusios kojos palieka erdveés

ir kitiems komponentams — Lietuvos tautinio olimpinio
komiteto emblemai ir tekstams. Kompozicijos charakteriu
G. Paulauskio krepsininkai primena zinomus dailininko
S. Krasausko sportininky piesinius, tik pastarojo
dailininko vaizduojami kiinai gal Siek tiek grakstesni ir
proporcingesni.

Ramus ir iskilmingas monetos aversas. Paprastai gana
sunku priderinti id¢jinius ir dekoratyvinius komponentus,
tinkamus valstybés herbui ir nominalui. Siuo atveju
autoriaus pasirinktas laury lapy vainikas pabrézia

averso rimtj ir susieja su reverso sportine tema. Antikos
laikais tokiu vainiku puosdavo varzyby nugalétojus,
pergalés ir pagarbos zenklu laury Sakelé laikoma ir masy
dienomis. Permatomas jos lapy ornamento ritmas artimas
monetos teksty piesiniui, o abu Sie skirtingos struktiros
komponentai susilieja j jspudinga réma valstybés herbui.

Dail. P. Gintalo projektas
Coin design by P. Gintalas

the Olympic Games in Seoul. The Lithuanian basketball
school is highly valued in the world and firmly holds its
positions. The recent victory in the European Basketball
Championship only serves as proof of that.

The main motive of the reverse of the coin is a basketball
player who is trying to stop his opponent charging
forward with the ball in his hands; their motions are
oriented towards the centre of the coin. The sculptor
Giedrius Paulauskis masterly intertwined the athletes
into an expressive ornament that is rhythmically arranged
in the whole circle of the coin. Their hands are raised
upwards and legs intertwined in the ardour of fight
leaving enough space for other elements — the emblem of
Lithuanian National Olympic Committee and texts.

The obverse of the coin is calm and solemn. It is usually
quite difficult to find ideological and decorative elements
that are suitable for the state emblem and denomination
numeral. In this case, the author decided to use a laurel
wreath, which emphasized the calm of the obverse and
was in a harmony with the reverse designed on the subject
of sport. In antiquity, the laurel wreath was presented

to winners of sport contests. Today, a branch of laurel is
regarded as a sign of victory and respect. The transparent
rhythm of its ornamented leaves matches the texts of the
coin merging them into an impressive frame for the state

emblem.
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50 lity moneta, skirta XXVII olimpinéms
7aidynéms Sidnéjuje. Dail. A. Zukauskas,

2000 m. Briaunoje uzrasas: Nugali stipriis dvasia
ir kiinu. Sidabras

50 litas coin to mark the XXVII Olympic Games
in Sydney. A. Zukauskas. Inscription on the edge:
Nugali stipris dvasia ir kiinu (Those Strong in

Spirit and Body Shall Be Victorious). Silver, 2000

Dail. A. Zukausko monetos eskizas

Sketch by A. Zukauskas

I XXVII olimpines zaidynes Sidnéjuje lietuviai
sportininkus palydéjo su didelémis viltimis — visi tikéjo
disko metiko V. Aleknos sékme. Jy viltys pasiteisino — ne
tik jis, bet ir kiti komandos nariai parvezé nemazai
medaliy. Kai dar gerokai prie$ olimpiadg Lietuvos bankas
nusprendé kaldinti kolekcing 50 lity sidabro moneta,
vienbalsiai sutarta, kad ten turéty biiti pavaizduotas
disko metikas — puoseléjamy vil¢iy zenklas. Paskelbtame
konkurse geriausiam monetos projektui isaiskinti
komisijos démesj i§ karto patrauké originali skulptoriaus
A. Zukausko kompozicija.

[$girdus Zodj ,diskas ar ,metikas®, kiekvienam, o ypac
menininkui, prie§ akis iskyla garsioji Antikos laiky
Mirono skulptiira ,, Diskobolas®, tapusi moderniyjy laiky
sporto emblema, nuolat matoma viso pasaulio sporto
renginiy reklamoje. Dailininkui, kurian¢iam darbus

Sia tema, kartais nepasiseka i$vengti j sgmong jaugusiy
standartiniy simboliy ir sprendimy. | panasia situacija
galéjo paklidti ir A. Zukauskas, imdamasis vaizduoti

Sios populiarios sporto Sakos atstova. Taciau jis labai
sekmingai surado savitg ir originaly sprendima.
Skulptorius vaizduoja sportininko verzly posukj i§ nugaros,
visi atleto raumenys jtempti iki kraStutinumo pries
paleidziant jrankj i§ ranky. Kad nesusmulkinty figaros,

i moneta autorius ja komponuoja tik iki keliy, platus jo
ranky mostas uzima visg apskritimo erdve. Labai jspudingai
sportininko figiira atrodé jau pirmuose piesiniuose,

kai galingas ranky mostas buvo pabréziamas grafiskai
suliniuoty linijy lanku. Toliau dirbant kompozicija siek
tiek keitési, bet pagrindinis jos motyvas liko ir buvo
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When seeing off the sportsmen to the XXVII Olympic
Games in Sydney, Lithuanians had high expectations —
everybody believed in the success of the discus thrower
Virgilijus Alekna. Their expectations were met: Alekna
and other members of the team brought to Lithuania a
number of medals. When the Bank of Lithuania decided
to mint a commemorative 50 litas silver coin early before
the Olympic Games, it was unanimously agreed that

the coin should feature a discus thrower — the sign of
cherished hopes. An original composition designed by
Antanas Zukauskas immediately captured attention of the

competition commission.

Everyone, and artists in particular, associate the words
“discus” and “thrower” with the famous sculpture
“Discobolus” by Myron dating back to the antiquity. As an
emblem of modern sport, it is constantly used to advertise
sporting events around the world. Artists who create works
on this subject sometimes fail to resist using standard
symbols and solutions that are fixed in consciousness.
Zukauskas could have found himself in a similar situation
when he started portraying a representative of this popular
sport. However, he managed to find an individual and
original solution.

The sculptor depicted a thrusting turn of a sportsman from
behind, with all muscles of the athlete stretched to the limit
before throwing the instrument. In order not to make the
figure too small, the author portrayed it only from the knees
up; a wide swing of the hands occupies the whole area of the
circle. The figure of the athlete looked impressive already

in the first sketches, where the powerful swing of the hands



meistriskai jgyvendintas gipsiniame modelyje. Vietoje
efektingo lanko pasirinkta vertikali ploks$tuma, i$ kurios
iskyla metiko figtira. Liko ir suliniuoty linijy grafinis
motyvas — juo dengiama vertikali plok§tuma ne tik reverse,
ant jos komponuojamas ir valstybés herbo skydas averse.
Monetos kompozicija labai $iuolaikiska. Autorius
kruopsciai i$valo abi monetos puses nuo nereikalingy
antraeiliy puosmeny — lieka tik tai, kas bitina, visa

kita apibendrinama, atsisakant bet kokiy smulkmeny

ir detaliy. Sportininko kiinas vir$utinéje dalyje Svelniai
modeliuojamas, taciau leidziantis Zemyn vis didesnj svorj

igyja atri grafiné linija, nubréZianti ranky ir kojy silueta,
pazyminti sanarius. Abi monetos puses glaudziai sieja
bendra kompozicijos schema, $rifty i$déstymo tvarka ir
apibendrinta komponenty traktuote.

Aukso medaliais pazymeétai olimpiadai skirta moneta
taip pat lydéjo pasauliné slové. Tarptautinés programos
»,Mety moneta“, kurig remia prestiziniai numizmatikos
leidiniai ,World Coin News® ir ,,Krauze Publications®,

was intensified by a rim of graphically ruled lines. Later the
composition was slightly changed, but its main motive was
retained and masterly realised in a plaster model.

The composition of the coin is very modern. The author
carefully eliminated accessory decorations from both sides
of the coin and left only what was necessary. The elements
that were left on the coin, in their turn, were generalized
by abandoning any decorations and details. The upper part
of the athlete is softly modelled; however, a sharp graphic
line forming the silhouette of arms and legs and marking
the joints gains more weight when going down. The same
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layout of the composition, arrangement of scripts, and the
generalized approach to elements link both sides of the coin.
The coin, which was dedicated to the Olympic Games
marked by gold medals, also received international
recognition. Every year representatives of numismatic
institutions of different countries making up the
commission of the International Coin of the Year Award,
sponsored by the prestigious Krause Publications and World

Modern coins | 201

Olimpinis ¢empionas V. Alekna.

EPA-ELTA

Olympic champion V. Alekna.
EPA-ELTA



i§ jvairiy pasaulio $aliy numizmatikos institucijy atstovy
susidedanti komisija kasmet nominuoja 10 jvairiais
poziiiriais geriausiy monety: skelbiamos geriausia auksine,
siuolaikiskiausia, iSradingiausia, populiariausia ir t. t.
monetos. 2002 m. balandzZio 15 d. Osakoje, Japonijoje,
konkurso organizatoriai A. Zukausko kiirinj jvardijo ypa&
maloniu dailininko $irdziai vardu: Meniskiausia mety
moneta. Tai nepaprastai grazus ne tik daug nusipelniusio
lietuvisky pinigy projektuotojo, bet ir Lietuvos banko bei

jaunos miisy $alies Monety kalyklos pastangy jvertinimas.

Toks aukstas tarptautinis pripazinimas pasiekiamas tik
bendru nuosirdziu darbu. Meniskiausios mety monetos
pasaulyje varda patvirtinantis apdovanojimas papuosé
Lietuvos banko muziejaus pinigy ekspozicija.

Dail. A. Zukausko monetos eskizas

Sketch by A. Zukauskas

262

Siuolaikinés monetos

Coin News, award the best 10 coins in different categories
such as the Best Gold Coin, Most Contemporary Event
Coin, Most Inventive Coinage Concept, Most Popular
Coin, etc. On 15 April 2002, organisers of the coin
competition that took place in Osaka in Japan awarded
the work by Zukauskas with a title that is particularly
agreeable to the heart of the artist: Most Artistic Coin of
the Year. It is an extremely pleasant evaluation of the efforts
of the distinguished coin designer, the Bank of Lithuania,
and the young Lithuanian Mint. Such high international
recognition is achieved only through sincere and joint

work. The trophy for the Most Artistic Coin of the Year

supplemented the coin exposition at the Museum of the
Bank of Lithuania.



Lietuvos sportininkams ruosiantis dalyvauti XXVIII
olimpiados zaidynése Aténuose, Lietuvos bankas taip

pat i8leido Siam jvykiui skirtg kolekcing 50 lity sidabro
monet3. Joje vaizduojami dviratininkai. Lietuvos Zzmonés
puoseléjo ypac dideles viltis, kad Sios srities sportininkai
laimés aukso medaliy. Motery dviratininkiy komanda,
pastaraisiais metais pasiekusi savo branda, dZiugino
visuomeng pirmosiomis vietomis svarbiose Zemyno
varzybose ir visai nataraliai laukta, kad tie laiméjimai bus
patvirtinti ir prestiziskiausiose pasaulio Zaidynése.
Dviraciy sporte svarbu Zmogaus istvermeé, meistriskumas

ir technika. Visa tai kartu padeda siekti pergalés.
Dailininkas G. Paulauskis, émesis kurti $ig moneta,
nemazai eskizavo, ieSkodamas sprendimo, geriausiai
iSreiskiancio greitj. Piesiant i§ natliros nejmanoma
uzfiksuoti pro $alj prasmézuojanciy sportininky,

lieka pasikliauti jspudziais, regimaja atmintimi,

remtis fotografijomis. Tac¢iau fotoaparatas fiksuoja

tam tikrag momenta, kuris nuotraukoje dazniausiai
tampa statiska, be jtampos scena. Dailininkui knietéjo
surasti iSraiskingesnj greic¢io vaizdavimo buda, kuris
pabrezty zaibiska zmogaus ir metalo simbiozés prigimtj.
Eskizuose matome, kaip pradéjes nuo realistinio
dviratininky piesinio autorius pamazu atsisako
detalizavimo. Sportininky kiinus piesia vis schematigkiau,
iSryskindamas tik tai, kas labiausiai pabrézia judéjima.
Po truputj Zmonés ir jy dviraciai susilieja j vieng visuma:
salmuotos galvos tampa aptakiomis kaip vandens lasas
formomis, rankos pratgsia dviraciy vairus, kojos — rémus,
ratai susiploja j besiverziancias pirmyn elipses.

When Lithuanian sportsmen were preparing for

the XXVIII Olympic Games in Athens, the Bank of
Lithuania issued a commemorative 50 litas silver coin to
mark this event. This coin carries an image of cyclists.
Lithuanian people had high hopes that our sportsmen
would win Olympic gold in this sport. In recent years,
the Lithuanian women’s cycling team had reached its
maturity and delighted the public with first places

won in important sport competitions of the continent.
Therefore, the expectations that their achievements
would be repeated in the most prestigious sport games in

the world had good grounds.

Cycling requires stamina, skills and technique. All

of them help to achieve victory. The artist Giedrius
Paulauskis, who undertook the design of this coin, made
a number of sketches in order to find a solution where

the speed is expressed in the best way. As it is impossible
to make a life drawing of sportsmen passing by, the
designer had to rely on his impressions, visual memory
and photographs. However, a camera records a certain
moment, which turns into a static and tensionless scheme
on the photograph. The artist wanted to find a more
expressive portrayal of speed, which would emphasise a
lightning-like nature of a symbiosis between a man and
metal. The sketches reveal that the designer started from
a naturalistic portrayal of cyclists, but later abandoned the
details and made the bodies of cyclists more schematic.
He emphasized only those details that expressed
movement most. Little by little, cyclists and their bicycles
merged into one figure: their heads with helmets acquired
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50 lity proginé moneta, skirta XXVIII
olimpinéms zaidynéms Aténuose. Dail.
G. Paulauskis, 2003 m. Briaunoje uZzrasas:
XXVIII olimpiados zaidynés. Sidabras

50 litas coin issued to mark the XXVIII Olympic
Games in Athens. G. Paulauskis. Inscription on
the edge: XXVIII olimpiados Zaidynés (Games of
the XXVIII Olympiad). Silver, 2003



Lietuvos dviratininke D. Ziliiite. A. PliadZio nuotr.

Lithuanian cyclist D. Zilitité. Photograph by A. Pliadis
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Greicio jspudj dar labiau sustiprina monetos plokstumélés
padalijimas j blizgancig ir mating dalis. Lenkta padalijimo
linija pakartoja prie dvira¢iy prigulusiy sportininky
siluetus. Blizgancioje dalyje reljefas tampa negatyvinis,
supanaséja su tokiais pat informaciniais komponentais

ir visi drauge sudaro tarsi fong pagrindinéms reverso
figaroms. Verzliai kompozicijai paprastai reikia didesnés
erdvés, o monetos pavir$iuje dar turi tilpti ir tekstai.
Lietuvos tautinio olimpinio komiteto emblema gerokai
apriboja tas galimybes, ta¢iau iskiliy linijy formuojamas
dviratininky reljefas ryskiai vyrauja.

Tokia pat lenkta linija autorius padalija ir aversa, tuo
susiedamas abi monetos puses ir tartum pazymédamas
averso priklausomybg nuo reverso, suteikdamas jam
individualumo.

Dail. G. Paulauskio eskizas
Sketch by G. Paulauskis

a streamlined form reminding of a drop of water; hands
became a continuation of the steering handles of the
bicycles, whereas the wheels were flattened into ellipses
rolling forward.

The coin is divided into matt and glossy parts that
strengthen the impression of speed even more. A curving
dividing line repeats the silhouettes of the athletes
pressed to the bicycles. The relief becomes negative on
the glossy part and becomes assimilated with the same
informational elements; all together they seem to serve as
the background for the main figures of the reverse.

The author used the same curving line to divide the
obverse and thereby linked both sides of the coin, as if
showing the dependence of the obverse on the reverse and

providing it with individuality.
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